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THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE FIRST OSBORNE GROUP FOG 


Vol. 2 No. 10 July, 1983 


CALENDAR 


Under this heading you will find the listing of activities and events of affiliated member organizations. If you want your group's event(s) listed here, send the 
date, time, place, contact phone, and event in an envelope marked “ CALENDAR "'to P. 0. Box 3474,Daly City, CA, 94015-0474. Allow at least six weeks for publica- 
tion. Listings are the responsibility of organization officers. For a list of other groups, see “CONTACTS ” later in this issue or in back issues starting January, 1983. 


Date City Chapter Time Address Contact No. 

Jul 2 Lexington KY KOG 12:00n Rm 128, Erickson Hall, Univ of KY 415-331-3472 
Jul 4 Milwaukee WI MILWOG 7:00pm Univ of WI, Milwaukee — Engin & Math Sci Bldg, Rm E495 209-473-8440 
Jul 6 Stockton CA SOG 7:00pm _ Allen's Computerland 209-473-8440 
Jul 7 ~~ Santa Clara CA SC FOG 7:30pm 5201 Patrick Henry Dr. 408-947-1650 
Jul 7 W. Lafayette IN HOG 6:30pm Computerland, 1020 Sagamore Parkway ; 317-743-1139 
Jul 8 Salinas CA MBAOCUG 7:00pm _ Hartnell College, CRAC Bldg Room 209 408-722-4272 
Jul 10 Miami FL GCOUG 1:00pm_F.1.U Tamiami Campus, Bldg DM, Rm 100 305-255-7391 
Jul12 Corte MarderaCA MOG 6:30pm Marin Comp. Ctr., 50 El Camino Dr. 415-331-3472 
Jul 12 Ames IA Midwest FOG 6:30pm __lowa State (old engineering annex) W. Lincoln Wy 515-266-8764 
Jul12 Las Vegas NV VOG 7:00pm CONFIRM — Cannon Jr. HS, Eastern & Russell Avenues 702-293-3636 
Jul12 Vancouver BC VPCC 7:30pm Hastings Community Ctr, 3096 E. Hastings 604-298-6990 
Jul 12 Memphis TN MOG 7:00pm 34th Fl, Clark Bldg, Fed. Express Conf. Rm. 901-797-6024 
Jul 13 Oakland CA East Bay FOG 6:00pm _ B&B Electric 2832 Ford Street 415-841-5900 
Jul 13 Wenatchee WA WOG 7:00pm 1030 N. Wenatchee 509-884-3279 
Jul14. Davis CA DOG 7:30pm _ Davis Science Center, 525 ‘C’ St 916-756-2967 
Jul14 = Orlando FL GOOUG 7:00pm 2904 E. Colonial Drive 305-898-5290 
Jul 16 Kenai AK PenFOG 10:00am Rm V111, Kenai Peninsula Comm. College 907-283-4950 
Jul 18 — Raleigh NC ROCC 7:30pm 128 Polk Hall, NC State University 919-787-7353 
Jul18 — Detroit MI DeFOG 7:00pm CONFIRM — Ford EOB Bldg, Rotunda Dr, Dearborn 313-474-1342 
Jul20 Austin TX AEIOU 6:30pm Old Quarry Library off Far West Blvd 512-837-7539 
Jul20 Oak Ridge TN SMOG 7:30pm CONFIRM — Educational Comp. Serv., 136 Fairbanks 615-482-7919 
Jul 20 Humboldt CA HOG 7:00pm Rm 126 Science Bidg, Humboldt State 707-822-1877 
Jul21 Santa Clara CA SC FOG 7:30pm 5201 Patrick Henry Dr. 408-947-1650 
Jul 21 Cincinnati OH COG 7:00pm Central Trust Center, 5th & Main Streets 513-232-4076 
Jul 21 Denver CO DOG 8:00pm Business Admin Bldg, Univ of Denver 303-934-1407 
Jul 214 Orlando FL GOOUG 7:00pm 2904 E. Colonial Drive 305-898-5290 
—_-e—mo PONE 9 290 
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The First Osborne Group (FOG) has been formed as a users’ group for all persons who use or are interested in portable computers. Member- 
ship is available to any interested party whether or not they currently own a computer. The FOGHORN is published monthly by the First Osborne 
Group for its members. A subscription is included with membership in FOG: US — $24.00/yr., elsewhere — add $6.00 for postage. Address all 


inquiries to FOG, P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015-0474. 


COPYRIGHT 1983 by the First Osborne Group (FOG) for the exclusive use and enjoyment 
of its members. Any reprint or reproduction must be approved, in writing, in advance, by FOG. 


President/FOUNGET ..........-...s:sceee Frank Morton Vice President....... 
Finance Office... .... Leo Grandi 


Executive Director . ..Gale P. Rhoades 


Legal Counsels 


Submissions 

All articles, letters-to-the-editor, member announcements, classified 
ads, etc., should be WordStar files, “OD” mode (except for program listings), 
formatted to 65 columns, with paragraphs indented (5) spaces, NO PRINT COM- 
MANDS, aed Hyphen-Help OFF. They should be on (Osborne 1 readable) 
diskettes. The submissions can be sent in the mail (to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly 
City, CA, 94015-0474), copied to a FOG diskette at a Santa Clara FOG meet- 
ing, delivered (by arrangement) to a FOG officer, or sent by modem to the 
editor (408-249-5223) or other officer of FOG. “By Modem”’ is by far the 
most convenient method. If you don't have a modem, get together with a 
friend who does and send your file. It will be a fun experience. 
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Commercial Advertising 
Commercial ads can either be submitted as document files, using the 
same parameters as those listed for articles etc., above or as camera 
ready copy. If you submit a full page ad on disk, use the Wordstar default 
margins (55 lines, 70 columns). Half page ads are 27 lines by 70 columns or 
55 lines by 35 columns. 
Size limitations for camera ready art are as follows: 
full page: 7° x 9.5" 
half page: 3.5” x 9.5° or 7° x 4.75" 
quartor page: 3.5° X 4.75” 
Rates, effective with the March, 1983 issue are: 
$270/tull page, $150/half page, $105/quarter page 
For advertisers who wish to run ads in three sequential issues, a special 
rate is available. Three months at the rate in effect at the time the order is 
placed and paid in full providing the ads are run in the subsequent three 
issues. The Board of Trustees will be reviewing the rates monthly and in- 
creasing them as the membership grows. 
eeeeess 


Submission Deadlines 

Advertising material is due two months in advance of the month of pub- 
lication. (June 1st for the August issue). No exceptions will be made. 

Other material is also due two months in advance of the month of pub- 
lication (June 1st for the August issue). This change is necessary if the 
FOGHORNis to be mailed before the first of the month. Articles which are not 
month-specific may be submitted at any time. Please, avoid the deadline 
rush; contribute early. 

These deadlines may be moved up so watch this column for changes in 
the policy. 
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Back Issues — Reprints 

Reprints of back issues may be ordered. The current cost of back issues 
is $1.50 per issue to cover reprint and mailing costs. Donations of 
additional sums will be gratefully accepted. 

All issues are available. When we run out of copies from the original 
printing, we have more printed. Not all issues are of value to new members. 
Vol. 1.No. 1 (October, 1981) was primarily a greeting and a plea for help in 
getting this group going. Vol. 2 No. 3 (December, 1982) was a 2 page issue 
with holiday greetings and an advertisement for Super Graphics. Malled 
with this issue was a copy of the original bylaws which have since been 
modified several times. 

There were 11 issues in Volume 1 since we put out a combined issue for 
June and July, 1982. For those who are attempting to determine which 


FOGHORN Vol. 2 No. 10 


Corporate Librarian .. 
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.. Reuben Sand 
.... Jim Woolley 
Jim Schenkel 


Editor, FOGHOAN.... David M. Oates 
Technical Counse! Byron A. McKay 
Corporate Secy......serssssssessserereses Bob Kavinoky 


Copies from Vol. 1 are of interest, Vol. 2, No. 2 (Nov, 1982) has a partial 
index for Vol. 1. 

Mark envelope “ BACK ISSUE REQUEST " and include your account- 
membership number. Please send the order to P.0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 
94015-0474. Orders are shipped once a week. The index to the previous 
year is published in the November (#2) issue. 
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Copies of Library Disks 

FOG members may purchase copies of the library disks from FOG if the 
copies cannot be obtained through their local group. Individual disks are 
$5.00 each. Bulk orders or 10 or more disks earn a discount of $1.00 per 
disk. Return handling charges are $5.00 per order or address. Orders will be 
shipped within a week of receipt of the order when possible. 

Please be sure to include your account-membership number. 

For a listing of the programs and files in the library, consult the library 
column in each issue of Vol. 2 (except No. 3 — December, 1982). The sec- 
tion of the library called -FOG/LIB includes both Jim Woolley’s material 
from the library column and a catalog program which lists the name and 
disk location of each program (but no descriptions). 

Affiliated members organizations may participate in a monthly update 
service. Only the librarian of an affiliated member organization may make 
arrangements to participate in this plan. Contact Gale Rhoades at P. 0. Box 
3474, Daly City, CA, 940 15-0474 (phone 415-756-082 1) for further details. 

Jim Woolley has been adding approximately 10 disks per month to the 
library. He issues the new disks on the 3rd Thurs. of each month at the 
Santa Clara FOG meetings. Shipments to participants in the monthly up- 
date service will be made the following week. 

eeeever 


Rebates to Affiliated Member Organizations 

Rebates of 25% of the base membership rate ($24.00) will be made to 
Affiliated Member Organization on behalf of eligible members. To be eligible 
for the rebate, the name of the chapter MUST be on the membership form 
(or check) when the yearly dues (new or renewal) are paid. 

No rebates will be made until the Affiliated Member Organization is for- 
mally approved by the Board of Trustees. 

Application for Affiliated Member Organization status must be made in 
writing and must be accompanied by a list of the officer — names and ad- 
dresses (at least three) and a signed copy of the group bylaws. 

It is not necessary that a group be affiliated when the member pays the 
as dues and specifies affiliation for that member to be eligible for the 
rebate. 

Rebates will be paid within two weeks of the Board meeting at which the 
chapter receives its charter. Subsequent payments will be made on a quar- 
terly basis. Refer all questions about rebates to Gale Rhoades at P. 0. Box 
3474, Daly City, CA, 94015-0474. 


Change of Address 
To request a change of address, send the label from a recent FOGHORN 
together with the new address either in an envelope marked “ CHANGE OF 
ADDRESS or ona Postal Change of Address Card to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly 
City, CA, 94015-0474, Please allow at least 30 days fora change of address 


to be effective. It is essential that you include your account-membership 
number in all correspondence. 
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FROM THE FOG 
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Re: SERVICES 
by Frank Morton 
“his seems like a good time to address the issue of our services 
rou the members. As we see it, that is the primary reason for the 
stence of the the FOG Corporation. Since the completion of the 
ction and the restoration of our data base (after the loss we suf- 
ad late last year) we have been working to improve and to con- 
ue to improve the services we provide. Hopefully, you have 
sady started to observe the results of some of these efforts. Let 
tenumerate some of the steps we have taken so far. 
We have renamed the position of Gale Rhoades from Correspon- 
wce Secretary to Executive Director. This is more in keeping 
t her function. As most of you are well aware, she is the pri- 
Ty contact that most of you have with FOG. What you may not 
llize is that, acting under my direction, she is in day to day 
urge of all office and staff activities as we grow and slowly in- 
zase the personnel involved in these activities, whether they be 
mbership records, publication of the FOGHOAN, or implementa- 
i of the HELP function. (Editorial content of the FOGHORN is still 
the capable hands of David Oates, who is now also being paid in 
eer to assure the availability of his talents for this task.) We now 
“e a large Post Office Box in Daly City (P.0. Box 3473, Daly City, 
94015-0474) to place the mail closer to Gale and the staff. In 
;. way we Can respond much faster to your mail than previously 
28n the mail at my P.O. Box in Palo Alto had to be transferred 
m me to her on a once or twice a week basis. This change 
wid have been apparent if you regularly read the inside cover of 
th FOGHORN. 
“ur Financial Summary through the end of 1982 was published 
nne June issue. It was delayed this year by the election activities 
the efforts to restore our data base, but in future years our 
tual financial report will come out in the March issue. In addi- 
we have reconsidered the implementation of our Rebate 

coy. After careful consideration, the Board has decided that it 
iild be better for both the local Affiliated Member Organizations 
‘for our Corporate Staff if the AMOs were allowed to collect the 
55 for us. We have passed a resolution which will allow the 
Ds to retain their rebate (currently $6.00) and forward to us the 
2¢rence (Currently $18.00) for their members. This can ONLY be 
© by a certified Officer of only an accredited Associated Mem- 
(Organization, with payment from the AMO treasury (i.e. no 
ssonal checks)! FOG members who are not a part of an accepted 
>, or who wish to remain members of the “Chapter-At-Large” 
llld still send us their total dues (currently $24.00) by personal 
=k. The above examples are for U.S. members, with appropriate 
weases being required for Overseas members. [Non U.S. mem- 
= must pay their dues in U.S. dollars. The best way to do this is 
wyy U.S. dollar traveller checks 2nd make them payable to First 
worne Group. Our bank will no longer allow us to accept checks 
“wn on non U.S. affiliated banks. ] 


This policy will allow accepted AMOs to have more immediate 
access to the rebates which are rightfully theirs and at the same 
time streamline our operation. Founding Member Organizations 
would still be required to send us the entire dues with a rebate from 
FOG until the group has been accepted for Affiliated Member Orga- 
nization status. 

As you should be aware we have given up the Fancy Font format 
for the FOGHORN. It was to difficult to reproduce in a pleasing man- 
ner. We have engaged the services of another PhotoTypesetter 
with Gale providing the necessary changes to the text to impliment 
the Typesetting commands. We hope that you are pleased with the 
readability and the format. We invite your comments, since we aim 
for your satisfaction. We are working to be accepted for printing 
on a Web Press, which will give us savings in cost. Our problem is 
that at a total printing of about 6000 copies we are to big for less 
than Web printing, but marginally to small to be desirable for most 
Web presses. With the change to a Web press we will need longer 
lead times, but it will help to stabilize our organization of the 
FOGHORN. This is a real challenge for me because | prefer to Edi- 
torialize on timely topics, and writing about two months before you 
read this makes that awkward. It also causes me to have difficulty 
in anticipating just what the content will be in the issue for which | 
am writing. | suppose that if | came from a Journalistic back- 
ground this would be second nature; but then this is an example of 
how we learn new capabilities. The net result of these changes to 
producing the FOGHORN will allow us to get each issue in the mail 
before the start of the month for which the issue is intended. In this 
way the Calendar on the front page will become meaningful once 
more. (Yes we have received many valid comments about “‘What 
good is a Calendar that is out of date?”’) 

We have also taken several steps to preclude the reoccurance of 
the loss of our data base. By now you should have seen the ex- 
cellent article from Kennie Smith of San Diego regarding the effect 
of BrownOuts on computer equipment. We have used his valuable 
advice to select and purchase an Uninteruptable Power Supply 
(UPS) for our FOG equipment. In addition, Gale is backing up the 
membership data base TWO separate ways. And finally, FOG has 
moved to a 15 MegaByte Trantor Hard Disk. | personally bought 
the older 10 MegaByte Trantor Hard Disk which contains another 
backup of the data base. So we have attempted to protect the 
integrity of both the data and the equipment. (We sure don’t want 
to ever be forced to reload it by hand again.) 

The next step we want to get going on is the improvement of our 
HELP service. At present it is handled by Gale on the telephone, 
and by the FOGHORN through articles and letters with responses in 
later issues. All but the telephone response is too slow. The tele- 
phone response is expensive in time and phone bills. A much better 
solution would be the establishment of a Remote Bulletin Board 
System (RBBS). The difficulty is that unlike the CP/M Users’ 
Groups we do not have a lot of experienced Hackers or people who 
like to tinker. We do have the offer of assistance from CP/M Group 
members of PicoNet, etc. What we need is equipment! As noted 
here earlier we have acquired the donation of an S- 100 enclosure, 
a CPU board, and the promise of 64K of RAM. With a few more 
donations we should be able to get one or more Bulletin Boards on 
the air. Gale will donate the use of her 1200 baud Hayes Modem. 
She is willing to run a HELP RBBS, while Jim Woolley is interested 
in running another to make the Diskette Library more easily avail- 
able! | propose that we start an RBBS Donation Fund, a separate 
account in our Treasury for this purpose! | pay dues like the rest of 
you (why not? | am a member also), but | will kick off this RBBS 
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Re: SERVICES 
by Frank Morton 

This seems like a good time to address the issue of our services 
to you the members. As we see it, that is the primary reason for the 
existence of the the FOG Corporation. Since the completion of the 
election and the restoration of our data base (after the loss we suf- 
fered late last year) we have been working to improve and to con- 
tinue to improve the services we provide. Hopefully, you have 
already started to observe the results of some of these efforts. Let 
me enumerate some of the steps we have taken so far. 

We have renamed the position of Gale Rhoades from Correspon- 
dence Secretary to Executive Director. This is more in keeping 
with her function. As most of you are well aware, she is the pri- 
mary contact that most of you have with FOG. What you may not 
realize is that, acting under my direction, she is in day to day 
charge of all office and staff activities as we grow and slowly in- 
crease the personnel involved in these activities, whether they be 
membership records, publication of the FOGHORN, or implementa- 
tion of the HELP function. (Editorial content of the FOGHORN is still 
in the capable hands of David Oates, who is now also being paid in 
order to assure the availability of his talents for this task.) We now 
have a large Post Office Box in Daly City (P.0. Box 3473, Daly City, 
CA, 94015-0474) to place the mail closer to Gale and the staff. In 
this way we can respond much faster to your mail than previously 
when the mail at my P.O. Box in Palo Alto had to be transferred 
from me to her on a once or twice a week basis. This change 
should have been apparent if you regularly read the inside cover of 
each FOGHORN. 

Our Financial Summary through the end of 1982 was published 
in the June issue. It was delayed this year by the election activities 
and the efforts to restore our data base, but in future years our 
Annual financial report will come out in the March issue. In addi- 
tion we have reconsidered the implementation of our Rebate 
policy. After careful consideration, the Board has decided that it 
would be better for both the local Affiliated Member Organizations 
and for our Corporate Staff if the AMOs were allowed to collect the 
dues for us. We have passed a resolution which will allow the 
AMOs to retain their rebate (currently $6.00) and forward to us the 
difference (currently $18.00) for their members. This can ONLY be 
done by a certified Officer of only an accredited Associated Mem- 
ber Organization, with payment from the AMO treasury (i.e. no 
personal checks)! FOG members who are nota part of an accepted 
AMO, or who wish to remain members of the “‘Chapter-At-Large” 
would still send us their total dues (currently $24.00) by personal 
check. The above examples are for U.S. members, with appropriate 
increases being required for Overseas members. [Non U.S. mem- 
bers must pay their dues in U.S. dollars. The best way to do this is 
to buy U.S. dollar traveller checks end make them payable to First 
Osborne Group. Our bank will no longer allow us to accept checks 
drawn on non U.S. affiliated banks. ] 
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This policy will allow accepted AMOs to have more immediate 
access to the rebates which are rightfully theirs and at the same 
time streamline our operation. Founding Member Organizations 
would still be required to send us the entire dues with a rebate from 
FOG until the group has been accepted for Affiliated Member Orga- 
nization status. 

As you should be aware we have given up the Fancy Font format 
for the FOGHORN. \t was to difficult to reproduce in a pleasing man- 
ner. We have engaged the services of another PhotoTypesetter 
with Gale providing the necessary changes to the text to impliment 
the Typesetting commands. We hope that you are pleased with the 
readability and the format. We invite your comments, since we aim 
for your satisfaction. We are working to be accepted for printing 
on a Web Press, which will give us savings in cost. Our problem is 
that at a total printing of about 6000 copies we are to big for less 
than Web printing, but marginally to small to be desirable for most 
Web presses. With the change to a Web press we will need longer 
lead times, but it will help to stabilize our organization of the 
FOGHORN. This is a real challenge for me because | prefer to Edi- 
torialize on timely topics, and writing about two months before you 
read this makes that awkward. It also causes me to have difficulty 
in anticipating just what the content will be in the issue for which | 
am writing. | suppose that if | came from a Journalistic back- 
ground this would be second nature; but then this is an example of 
how we learn new capabilities. The net result of these changes to 
producing the FOGHORN will allow us to get each issue in the mail 
before the start of the month for which the issue is intended. In this 
way the Calendar on the front page will become meaningful once 
more. (Yes we have received many valid comments about ‘What 
good is a Calendar that is out of date?"’) 

We have also taken several steps to preclude the reoccurance of 
the loss of our data base. By now you should have seen the ex- 
cellent article from Kennie Smith of San Diego regarding the effect 
of BrownOuts on computer equipment. We have used his valuable 
advice to select and purchase an Uninteruptable Power Supply 
(UPS) for our FOG equipment. In addition, Gale is backing up the 
membership data base TWO separate ways. And finally, FOG has 
moved to a 15 MegaByte Trantor Hard Disk. | personally bought 
the older 10 MegaByte Trantor Hard Disk which contains another 
backup of the data base. So we have attempted to protect the 
integrity of both the data and the equipment. (We sure don't want 
to ever be forced to reload it by hand again.) 

The next step we want to get going on is the improvement of our 
HELP service. At present it is handled by Gale on the telephone, 
and by the FOGHOAN through articles and letters with responses in 
later issues. All but the telephone response is too slow. The tele- 
phone response is expensive in time and phone bills. A much better 
solution would be the establishment of a Remote Bulletin Board 
System (RBBS). The difficulty is that unlike the CP/M Users’ 
Groups we do not have a lot of experienced Hackers or people who 
like to tinker. We do have the offer of assistance from CP/M Group 
members of PicoNet, etc. What we need is equipment! As noted 

here earlier we have acquired the donation of an S- 100 enclosure, 
a CPU board, and the promise of 64K of RAM. With a few more 
donations we should be able to get one or more Bulletin Boards on 
the air. Gale will donate the use of her 1200 baud Hayes Modem. 
She is willing to run a HELP RBBS, while Jim Woolley is interested 
in running another to make the Diskette Library more easily avail- 
able! | propose that we start an RBBS Donation Fund, a separate 
account in our Treasury for this purpose! | pay dues like the rest of 
you (why not? | am a member also), but | will kick off this RBBS 
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Donation Fund with a check for $25.00 to set an example. It is a 
Tax Deductible contribution, and if we only had a few hundred like 
donations we could really get on the air. How about it? Will any of 
you take up my challenge to join me? If you wish to participate, 
please mark your envelope “RBBS Contribution” to make it easier 
on the staff. Thanks for listening!!! 


Renewal notices have gone out for everyone who has or will ex- 
pire by 9/31/83. Please give this notice prompt attention so that 
you don’t miss any of the issues of the FOGHOAN. Unless we receive 
your renewal payment shortly, this could be your last issue. If 
there is any doubt, check the label on this issue. 

Only those members whose expiration date is 09/83 or sooner 
are being asked to renew at this time. 

Please return the renewal form with your duespayment. This 
makes it much easier for us to properly enter your payment. If the 
label of your FOGHORN shows that you should be renewing and you 
have not received a notice, please let use know immediately so 
that you are not deleted. We cannot help if we are not notified of the 
problem. 


This FOGHORN will be taken to the post office about June 27th. It 
is sent bulk mail to all U.S. postal addresses and airmail to all 
others. 

We have checked with the post offices here to determine why 
some members are having to wait up to nine weeks for delivery. 
The distribution center here says that all of the issues are leaving 
there promptly. Each handling center or station is apparentlty al- 
lowed two days to process bulk mail. The post office here says that 
no issue should take more that about two weeks for delivery but 
that we should allow three for smaller, more distant post offices. 
(San Francsico Bay Area members should have delivery in about a 
week.) 

If your FOGHORN is not arriving in a timely manner, only you can 
trace it. Contact your local post office. If that brings no inprove- 
ment, there is a complaint form available at every post office. 

You should also be aware that normally bulk mail is not for- 
warded. If you are moving, be sure to give us lots of notice. Also, 
make arrangements for the post office to forward the FOGHORN. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


DISK MANAGER” 


$29.95 


DISK MANAGER" is a utility program consisting of 
various functions needed for effectively using disks 
under CP/M * , especially by the Hard Disk User. 


DISK MANAGER™ can run on any CP/M* system 
with any type of disks. 


DISK MANAGER™ requires no installation. 


These functions are included in DISK MANAGER™: 


e@ Restore a deleted file. 


Used to restore a file that has been accidentally 
deleted. 


Establish multi-user links to a file. 
Avoids having to duplicate frequently used 
program files for each user. 


Change user number for a file. 
Effectively moves a file from one user to 
another without resorting to PIP or ERA. 


Map out bad blocks. 
Checks the complete disk for bad blocks, 
and allows the user to take action regarding the 
files which may reside on the bad blocks. No 
more BDOS ERROR Bad Sector messages. 


Display the complete directory for the disk or file. 
Used for viewing the directory entries for a file 
or of the complete disk. 


DISK MANAGER™* is very easy to use. It is menu 
driven. It prompts for all parameters required by it 
to perform the selected function. 


Now available for CP/M* 2.2 


Call or write: 


TRANTOR SYSTEMS, LTD. 
4432 Enterprise Street, Unit I 
Fremont, California 94538 
(415) 490-3441 

Telex: 17-1618 Attn: TNT 


@ CP/M Is a registered trademark of Digital Research 
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LETTERS 


HELP REQUESTED 


As a very recent member of FOG, | would like to express my 
appreciation for the newsletter and everyone whom | have con- 
tacted in your group since | joined. Now | would like to ask for some 
help in an off-beat problem | have. 

Besides a fairly recently obtained Osborne 1, | also have a Sol- 
20 that | built from a kit almost 6 years ago. The Sol is, or was, 
used extensively for word processing and in fact, | used it to pub- 
lish a magazine for 6 years. | hope someone in the group is familiar 
with the unit and can give me some advise on how to transfer some 
of the numerous files | have stored in this system to either the 
Osborne or an Apple li+. The word processor | used on the Sol is 
called SolStar and | suspect the files are text (but | don’t know for 
sure). The word processor does include a driver for an older Diablo 
via the serial port. | use the parallel port with a Micro Computer 
Device/IBM typewriter. 

My older son has stored files of almost all the plants in Orange 
county [CA] on the Sol and | would like to move them to one of my 
newer systems before the old blue box goes up in smoke. | thought 
it might be possible to send the files to the serial or parallel ports 
like a printer command, but instead transfer them to a file in either 
the Osborne or Apple to be reworked as required with WordStar of 
Apple Pie. Any suggestions would be greatly appreciated. 

Fred M. Roberts 
Dana Point, CA 


Please provide info on how to download programs and also how 
to specifically transfer files between Osborne and Apple, TRS-80, 
IBM-PC, IBM s/34, IBM s/38, etc. 

Weedy Y. Tan 
Greenhills, San Juan, Metro Manila 
Philippines 


| have purchased a Star Micronics Inc., Gemini 15 Printer for my 
Osborne 1 computer. Can you supply any information that may 
help me interface this printer with my computer? 
Ms. M. L. Liebezeite 
Bradenton, FI 


[This reminds me, we have never heard from you volunteers who 
want to be the “help contact” for a specific printer (except Frank 
Morton, Epson, and he suggested this program). If | had a list of 
printer helpers, | could forward the printer questions to the appro- 


priate one, in addition to running the question and answer here for 
the benefit of others. David] 


| have a couple of technical questions which | trust you will 
direct to the appropriate people. [ / have, right here (| hope)! David] 
1. Is there a method devised yet to enable MDM70S.COM to run on 


Page 5 


the modem port rather that the RS232? | wish to run a terminal 
through the RS232 and the modem through the modem port si- 
multaneously. 2. Can the double density SETUP program be al- 
tered so the option under F (arrow keys) [can] be specified rather 
than toggled? Why, you may well ask, would anyone want to do 
that? Well, | now have a number of programs on my “‘Superdisk”, 
including WordStar, and | still like to use the arrow keys for mov- 
ing around in this program. Sure | have a SFK all set up to toggle 
the arrow keys back and forth, but | would prefer to add WS and SC 
etc., to the end of the SFK’s, avoiding further keystrokes. This re- 
quires that the arrow key choice under SETUP be specified rather 
than toggled. The alternative to all this is, of course, to patch 
WordStar (WOT AGAIN?!) to recognize the CP/M arrow keys as 
well as “ESDX. Any help in this area would be much appreciated. 
3. Has anybody out there in OSSY land worked out how to replace 
all those 16K x 1 memory chips with 64K x 1's and get them all 
remembering(?) — Voila SUPEROSSY! 

B.C. Jones 

Auckland 4, New Zealand 


| have been trying to get “Smoother Scrolling Take Two” from 
the last [Feb/Mar] issue of the Portable Companion to work on my 
machine. So far no luck. | have one of the old tan case machines; 
version 1.2. 
If anybody has information on how to make this program work, | 
sure would appreciate the information. 
Allen J. Fulleton 
Palo Alto, CA 


As my hunt and peck system of typing is sure to hurt me at some 
future date, |am seeking an Osborne compatible self teaching typ- 
ing program. [One program I've just seen is “Touch'N'Go” from 
Caxton (the “Cardbox"' people). It's priced at $49.95 and should be 
at your dealer's. Gale] 

Inaddition, !am coach ata local high school track and field pro- 
gram and | am looking for any software which would be helpful in 
keeping track of workouts, progress, point scores etc. [ Any 
suggestions? David] 

Peter Gallagher 
Killington, VT 


| recently tried the tip offered by Mr. Klaussen in the FOGHORN 
[V2, #5, Feb. '83] which referenced a means to kill line feeds to the 
printer via a CP/M patch. | have a double density Osborne 1 and 
was unable to get the modified version of CP/M to boot. 

Is it possible that Mr. Klaussen’s patch was referenced for a sin- 
gle density Osborne 1 and that the double density version of CP/M 
does not have the same code? 

| did catch his error at the end (B should have been entered in- 
Stead of A) to put the new CP/M on the tracks on disk B. 

If my surmisal is correct, please let me know what | need to do to 
install a similar patch on a double density Osborne. | interface my 
Osborne with a VAX (running VMS) at work by use of the serial 
port, and most of the applications (EDT and WP-11) on the VAX do 
not like line feeds. 

Dave Larrimore 
Midland, MI 
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The FOGHORN is getting better and better — particularly enjoyed 
the confirming report of false BDOS error, Woolley's ‘Tips for Ty- 
ros,” and Starkey’s “Epson paper-out alarm.” Hope someone can 
help me defeat the Okidata paper-out mechanism for easier han- 
dling of envelopes. 

Star Reierson 
Monterey, CA 


@eesese 


Dear Editor 


HELP OFFERED 


Dear Editor 

In reference to Sunil Shah’s letter on page 7 of the March 
FOGHORN, if he'll get a copy of the January issue and check out my 
review of the CGP- 115, | think it will answer all his questions. 

For general interest however, most Radio Shack printers have a 
standard Centronics interface that any Osborne to Centronics ca- 
ble will hook up to. | have my CGP- 115 plotter running off the serial 
port of my Osborne, as the parallel port handles my other printer. It 
takes a bit of technical skill to construct the serial cable and re- 
quires the removal of the baud rate jumper inside the 0S1 to 
produce the 600 baud required for the Radio Shack serial input. 
This shouldn’t deter knowledgeable hobbyists, but it isn’t recom- 
mended for the casual user. 

Incidentally, if you haven't installed a switch across the above 
mentioned jumper socket, it’s pretty easy and allows you to select 
four baud rates (300, 600, 1200, 2400) from the keyboard (using 
both software and the switch). This allows a great deal of flexibil- 
ity if you must drive both a 600 baud device and a 300 baud 
modem. In this case you need only flip the switch. To use the higher 
baud rates (1200 and 2400, handy for computer-to-computer file 
transfers) you must run a short assembly routine. | wrote a fancy 
one to allow selection of word length, line handling, etc., but there 
is a perfectly serviceable equivalent in the [FOG] library. If anyone 
would like [my] serial port control utility... | can put it in the library 
or on one of the local RCP/M systems. 

Bob Scott 
Sonoma, CA 


[Am | hearing Bob volunteer for the “Radio Shack, Printer Con- 
tact” position? David] 

e@eeees 
Dear Editor 

Responding to Ms. Watters “System Tips for Tyros”, the follow- 
ing must be pointed out. 

Technically, it is not necessary to load CP/M onto every disk, 
but there will be times when not having done that will bring trou- 
ble. Even though the disk only contains files, sooner or later, one 
will want to mount it in drive A and do a “C, and the session is 
over. [ But nothing fatal. David] 

Besides, not having CP/M doesn’t save any disk space. The 
area reserved for that is not used for anything else. And, with Dou- 
ble Density, “SYSGEN-ING”’ disks is extremely rapid. 

| recommend that, upon opening a new set of disks, one should 
FORMAT one disk in DD, SYSGEN a CP/M onto it, and COPY the 
other nine from that. From then on, there are no worries. 

The other issue | take with the column is that SETUP need not be 
on any disk but the system disk. 

Those of us who have the 80-character option, but who need to 
take the OZ to work, where there is no monitor, may want to 
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change the screen from 104 of 80 to 52 again to use the small 
built-in screen. Let's face it: trying to see the 1/2-sized letters in 
the 5” screen is an effort, at least for us older folks. 

So | keep SETUP on my MBASIC disks, my MUMPS and 
WordStar disks, and others that | might pack with me at the last 
minute. 

Finally, | wish to congratulate FOGHORN a bit. There was a time 
there when the publication swung between the ‘Gee, | like my 
Osborne” type article and instructions on how to form a club. Wel- 
come back to the world of the working stiffs who need some in- 
structions. | find something of value in every issue... no matter 
how insignificant it may seem to others. | believe that, even though 
there are specific references and articles that, at first sight, are of 
no use to [those] who don’t have the equipment, you are teaching 
principles which are applicable. 

Now, if you can finally eliminate the articles describing some- 
one’s trip to a faire and telling whom he/she met, you will have a 
publication which is more than an in-group gossip session. 

Meanwhile, all best wishes. 

C. W. Bollinger 
Bremerton, WA 


[Don't forget, C. W, this is a newsletter, written by the members for 
the members, and survives only on contributions. How about some 
articles from more of you “working stiffs” out there? David] 
esese 
Dear Editor 
Regarding David DeShon’s article on Elephant etc., in the 

March FOGHORN, to enable BOLD on the Olympia ES 105, try send- 
ing 1B(H) OE(H); to disable send 1B(H) OF(H). | used “PY (RIBBON; 
RIBOFF) address O6DD=02 O6DE=1B O6DF=0E 06E2=02 
O6E3= 1B 06E4=0F. Also “Half Space” is activated by 05 which | 
send via USER1 (~PQ). | don’t know the answer to “Expand”. 

Warren A. Welsh 

Fulton, MO 

@esees8 
Dear Editor 
| too have had BDOS ERROR: BAD SECTOR problem with 

WordStar. | have not had it with SuperCalc, but | have... with 
MBASIC, represented by an inability to read the directory or load 
* BAS files. As others, | found that the problem could be gotten 
around with formating a new disc on B:. It reaches the point how- 
ever, Of being almost a ‘system failure”, in that it was happening 
constantly. The local Computerland was no help. What | ended up 
doing was cleaning my B: drive. NO MORE ERRORS. The fix seems 
to last two to three weeks with the Osborne being used four to five 
hours a day for five or six days a week. | have not had similar prob- 
lems with the A: drive. [My problem is) probably related to the 
BDOS ERROR problem | have had with garbeled directories on the 
B: drive. This has happened three or four times. Each time the disc 
was recoverable using Disc Doctor. | am not saying that cleaning 
the drive gets rid of the problem, rather it alleviates the symptom 
and lets one get on with work. 

Tom Graves 

Minersville, PA 


[ Alright, its time to have one of you techy types set us straight on 
subjects such as, keeping drive heads aligned, driver ROM's, dirty 
heads, etc. | wouldn't think that only one of two drives would get 


dirty, especially within the time period Tom mentioned. Davia] 
eeeeee¢ 8 


July, 1983 


TIPS FOR TYROS 


READING YOUR OLD SD DISKS 
AFTER DD 


by Alan H. Nelson 

| just received my Osborne 1 back from the company all beau- 
tified and practically new again — OCC did a most commendable 
job in installing double density and 80+ columns. I've heard ru- 
mors that some Osborne owners have had trouble getting into the 
upgrade queue: however, at least one customer is totally satisfied, 
and | can testify that it is worth the wait. 

Osborne anticipated that some customers would have trouble 
reading their old disks on double-density machines. | was one of 
these. About a third of my disks were readable, but two-thirds 
were not, including one of Osborne's own CP/M master utility 
disks which | received with an earlier upgrade. The new utility disk 
was fine, and | had no trouble whatsoever formatting and using 
fresh disks in double density — but what to do with the old disks 
which had valuable material which | desperately needed to use? 

Osborne has set up a system whereby those who are unable to 
read their old disks can send them in and have them recopied by a 
special program ata cost of $1.00 per disk. This seems a fair offer, 
especially since Osborne was so careful to warn of the possible 
trouble. Nevertheless, packaging and mailing the disks would bea 
nuisance, even with the relatively short one-week turn-around 
time promised by Osborne. Was there another way to recover my 
old disks? 

| first tried to use a friend's Osborne, which had also been up- 
graded, and another double-density machine at my dealer's — but 
to no avail. The thought then occurred to me that my machine 
could read the disks when it was still single-density, so perhaps 
another machine which had not been upgraded could do it. | tried 
an older machine at my dealer's, and found that it could read my 
old disks with no trouble; moreover, a single-density copy of my old 
disks made on this old machine could be read by my double-den- 
sity machine. Therefore, | simply made fresh single-density copies 
of all my old disks on this single-density machine, and then used 
these fresh copies on my upgraded machine — all my files trans- 
ferred perfectly. 

Apparently the alignment of the heads is more critical on the 
double-density machines; but a well-aligned single-density ma- 
chine can read a disk made on a poorly aligned single-density ma- 
chine and still produce an accurately formatted disk. 

My recommendation, then, is that anyone who has had a dou- 
ble-density upgrade and who has trouble reading his old single- 
density disks should try using fresh copies made on another 
single-density machine before mailing the disks to Osborne. 

eeeeseees st 
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How to Make a Single Purpose Disk 


FROM THE DOGHOUSE 


by John Gaudio 

We all know the normal way of doing things with the Osborne 1 
involves a system disk like WordStar, Supercalc, or the like in the 
Adrive, and a data disk in the B drive. This tried and true method 
has served us well through the single- density days and still 
makes a lot of sense for most of what we do today — even with 
double density. 

There is an alternative, though, that sometimes makes a lot of 
sense. Do you have a specific task that you do every once ina 
while, say balancing your checkbook with Supercalc, or doing loan 
amortizations with an MBASIC program? Better yet, do you have a 
job that your secretary, assistant, or seven year-old does every 
day or week? If so, a single-purpose disk may save you some time. 

Let's try making a disk that has just one purpose, say balancing 
your checkbook with Supercalc, and handles the whole job. Make 
a copy of your Supercalc disk, erase the files you don't need, and 
use PIP to move the additional files you need from your CP/M sys- 
tem disk. Here’s mine. 


Extended Directory version 3.5 


AUTOST .COM 2k sc -COM 24k 
CKBOOK .BAK 4k sc -HLP = 9k 
CKBOOK .CAL 4k sc -OVL = 14k 
copy -COM Sk XDIR -COM 3k 
PIP -COM = 8k 


Specified files: 9 filesoccupy 73K bytes 
Disk A: 1K blocks 
Size= 185K, Used= 75K, Space= 110K 


With double density you can get all the files needed to run 
Supercalc, add COPY, PIP, AND XDIR to make life easier, and still 
have 118K left for spreadsheets. Even with single density there's 
room for a simple spreadsheet. 

The real beauty of this system lies in using the special functian 
keys to make the tasks easy and automatic. On my disk they're 
programmed as 


1 (CR/LCKBOOK , A 
2 /SCKBOOK,B.A 
3 /GB/ODALL .P 
4/0 


On those rare occasions when there's money in it my check- 
book, it looks something like this. 


| A tH Both C th DO tf E€ ¢ 
4CHECKBOOK 5/1/83 1PM DEPOSITS ARE MINUS 
2! . 
3 BALANCE FORMULAS IN COL 8 
At 1000.00 
51 745.00 255.00 B4-A5 
61 210.75 44.25 B5-A6 
7) -450.22 494.47 B6-A7 
8! 276.98 217.49 etc. 


Qi 197.65 19.84 
10: -345.00 364.84 
Mi 120.45 = 244.39 


121 244.39 > 
131 244.39 
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When it's time to enter the days checks just put the one CHECK- 
BOOK DISK in A, press the reset button, and as soon as Supercalc 
is loaded press Special Function Key (SFK) 1. This loads your 
checkbook spreadsheet, CKBOOK.CAL, and leaves the cursor ex- 
actly where it was when you saved it last. Enter the day's checks, 
look at your new balance, and press SFK 2 to save your updated 

ckbook. 
a you want to send the results to your printer, use SFK 3. Watch 
the borders disappear, and watch you printer go to work. Press 
SFK 4, and Supercalc asks if you really want to quit. Give ita “Y" 
to finish up. 

You're now ready to use PIP or COPY to backup your data on 
another disk, put a different dedicated disk into the A drive, or put 
a good, old-fashioned WordStar disk in A, a data disk in B, and go 
back to the good old ways. Each has its place. 

[FROM THE DOGHOUSE, by John Gaudio, is a regular column in 
DOGBYTES, the newsletter of the Denver Osborne Group, DOG. | 
eeeseesese 86 


Page 2 of every FOGHORN is reserved for membership informa- 
tion and the answers to frequently asked questions. Please take a 
few minutes to read this information. 

Mail processing is greatly speeded if you take a few minutes to 
indicate on the lower left corner the purpose of your letter. 

Remember to indicate your local group membership when send- 
ing in your renewals so that the group can receive a portion of your 
dues. 

All advertisement contained in this or anyother FOG publication 
is the sole responsibility of the advertiser. Advertisements includ- 
ed in the FOGHORN are not endorsed or guaranteed in anyway by 
the First Osborne Group. 
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ARTICLES 


A REPORT: 
DIRTY ELECTRICAL POWER 
AND 


MICRO-COMPUTER SYSTEMS 


by Kennie L. Smith 

OVERVIEW 

With the increase of Sophisticated Electronic Equipment, we as 
users are often experiencing Dirty Electrical Power problems. 
These problems vary from Minor Inconvenience to Major 
Disasters. 

Dirty Electrical Power covers a broad area of problems. These 
vary from Lightning from Electrical Storms, Severe Brown-outs, 
Power Outages, and Noise Spikes on the line. These problems are 
associated with Incoming Power. This does not include Static 
Electricity which comes from other sources, and not thru the 
power-cord. 


TYPES AND POSSIBLE CAUSES OF DIRTY POWER 


A. POWER-TRANSIENTS 
Problem description: Voltage surges and fluctuations. 


Typical cause: Major power-grid problems and electrical-storm 
lightning. Lightning can do severe damage, even jumping across a 
power switch that is turned off! 

Possible fix: A minicomputer voltage regulator or uninterrupted 
power supply (UPS). Also turn-off and unplug power cords during 
or prior to electrical and lightning storms. 


B. SEVERE BROWN-OUT 


After lightning damage, a severe brown-outs is the next worst 
power problem we can have. It can quickly damage large amounts 
of equipment, which includes power supply regulators, logic 
controller circuits in computers, CRTs and hard-disk drives. Se- 
vere brown-outs and lightning damage are not easy to avoid. No 
one notifies us that we should turn our equipment off prior to a se- 
vere brown out, or if lighting is striking in the area, to un-plug the 
cord. 

Main-frame computer systems and many others also have this 

problem, unless a special, and usually expensive power control, 
sensor equipment and/or an uninterruptable power supply is used. 
Problem description: The 115 volts AC power dips below 85 volts 
and remains on-line for a period of time, (microseconds to several 
minutes). A severe brown-out may become a blackout and then re- 
turn to a brown-out while attempting to pickup the power grid load 
or could return to normal AC power. 
Typical cause: Power-line system malfunction, some times caused 
by unexpected heavy loads on the local utility power-grid. For 
example, a live power-line could be on the ground and yet not let 
enough current flow to kick out the circuit breaker, and disconnect 
the problem from the national power grid. 
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program that 
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hics for your 
Osborne 


ra 


SUPERGRAPHICS IS EASY 


Painting pictures directly on screen means 
no programming is required on your part. 


Command menus make the selections easy 
and fast. 


Help Screens mean no code memorization. 


Current prompt line means you never get 
lost. SuperGraphics lets you know what to 
do next. 


Arrow key controlled cursor movement 
makes screen changes easy. 


Row and Column Counters provide handy 
“present location" reference points. 


Convenient REPEAT key cuts keystrokes 
to a minimum. 


HOME key provides rapid cursor relocation. 


Single-touch commands keep the action 
moving. 


GREAT DOCUMENTATION! 

Easy reading instructions take you step-by- 
step from turning on the power switch to 
completing your first moving graphic. Each 
command explained in plain English. Most 
instruction manuals have a Table of Con- 
tents but no INDEX. This one has both so 
you can find the information you want 
quickly. 


UNLEASH THE SCREEN GRAPHICS HIDING IN YOUR 
OSBORNE! Beginner or expert, you'll be astounded at 
how easily you can paint pictures DIRECTLY on your 
screen. Then you'll be left speechless as SuperGraphics 
takes your painting and automatically WRITES a per- 
fect Basic program which will reproduce it! That's 
right, SuperGraphics writes Basic programs for you and 
SAVES them to disk even if you've never written a line 
of Basic in your life. If you ARE an Osborne Basic 
programmer, you can include these graphics programs 
into your own programs, giving them a sparkling, pro- 
fessional look. With SuperGraphics you can even make 
MOVING GRAPHICS! Try your hand at games. If you 
own an Osborne computer SuperGraphics is the tool 
you've been waiting for. SuperGraphies. Written exclu- 
sively for your Osborne. A bargain at 


$29.95 


Charge it now over 


th 
or Vica. @ phone to your Mastercharge 


Call (813) 681-0194. 24 hrs/7 days, or 


Mail your check for $29 95 wi 

-95 with your name and 
address to Ruff Software, Box 98, 
Plant City, Florida 33566. 


All orders shipped first class within 24 hours. 


SUPERGRAPHICS IS POWERFUL 


All 255 Osborne characters are available 
to you, including all 31 graphic symbols. 


HALF-INTENSITY at the touch of a 
button. Space-by-space control. 


Four different FULL-SCREEN "MOVES" 
let you shift or center your painting on 
the screen easily. 


Block Move lets you MOVE JUST PART 
of your painting to any other place on 
the screen. 


Block Clone lets you COPY JUST PART 
of your painting and place the "clone" 
anywhere on the screen! 


IMAGE RECALL feature lets you save 
paintings in progress and recall them later 
for more work or changes. 


AUTOMATIC PROGRAM GENERATION 
feature writes programs which will repro- 
duce your finished paintings. SuperGraphics 
automatically RESETS, specifies the drive, 
adds the extension, lets you select the 
beginning line number, and even writes 
identifying REM statements in the program 
for your convenience. 


MOVING GRAPHICS are now possible. All 
SuperGraphics programs are automatically 
saved in a format ready for Merging. Just 
string several SuperGraphics program 
“modules" together to create convincing 
"movies"! 
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Effects: Our electronic equipment power-supply regulators try to 
hold up the dropping AC voltage, while drawing more amps. When 
this overload is prolonged, sophisticated components can be dam- 
aged or destroyed. 


Possible fix: An uninterruptable power supply (UPS OR MINI-UPS). 


C. BLACK-OUT 
The power system fails; also called power-outages. 
Problem description: The 115 volts drops to 0 volts. 


Typical cause: The power-line source malfunction, sometimes the 
power is turned off to allow power equipment to be installed, re- 
placed or for maintenance. 


Effects: Our electronic equipment is down unless we have an al- 
ternate power source. 


Possible fix: A UPS, MINI-UPS, or stand-by power generator. 
EQUIPMENT REVIEW 


A. REGULATED ISOLATION TRANSFORMERS 

Designed to prevent line to ground leakage that includes com- 
mon noise, they do not handle over-voltage, under-voltage, tran- 
sient faults, severe brown-outs or blackouts. 


B. MINICOMPUTER POWER REGULATORS 

Similar to the isolation transformers, these include voltage reg- 
ulation that compensates for voltage fluctuations and brown- 
outs. 


C. MINICOMPUTER UPS (STATIC/NON-ROTATING UNIT) 

These include the above controls and regulation plus they pro- 
vide power to keep solid-state equipment operating after power 
fails. 

A portable UPS generally consist of the following: 

1) A battery pack. 

2) An inverter; 12 volt DC in and 115 volts AC out. 

3) The 115 volt AC output may be a sine wave, which will run 
most AC motors and solid-state devices, and is normally more 
expensive. The output of cheaper inverters have 115 volt AC 
square-wave that may be OK for solid state devices, but not most 
AC motors. Many portable UPS will not handle a hard-disk, as 
many have continuous-run AC motors. 

4) A battery charger, sometimes external (optional) 

5) A carrying case (optional). 

6) A cigarette-lighter adapter cord (optional). 


GENERAL GUIDELINES 


A. STATIC (NON-ROTATING) UPS 

1) The AC power-line never directly powers the critical load. 

2) The true ups is always between the AC line and the critical 
load (computer and/or hard disk). 

3) The computer and/or hard-disk system is powered by a regu- 
lated DC to AC inverter. This output is sine wave AC voltage re- 
quired for most hard-disk AC drive motors. 

4) Some systems cam operate on DC power and not require AC 
power to drive the computer or hard-disk drives if they have DC 
drive-motors. 

An example of a dual-power AC/DC unit is the Osborne 1 com- 
puter, which can operate entirely on either AC or DC power, with 
proper accessories. 

5) DC to DC MINI-UPS systems are normally less expensive. 

6) The combination rectifier/charger in the UPS unit powers the 
ac inverter any time the UPS power cord has acceptable power. 
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7) The regulated DC to AC inverter in the UPS package gets its 
power from its DC battery pack if prime power is bad, or off. 
B. DESIGNS MARGINAL FOR OUR NEEDS 
1) UPS square wave AC output: 

Some UPS use a monitor/switching design that uses regular AC 
utility power until it degrades. Then the DC battery pack is 
switched in and the DC power is inverted to regulated square wave 
AC. 

Some computers and hard-disk cannot use square wave AC. 

Some power sensing and switch-over equipment does not pro- 
vide continuous power during switching. This design may let your 
hard-disk crash, and/or dump your computer memory, possibly 
losing data and time. 

2) Isolation transformers: 

Isolation transformers are very effective in reducing and elimi- 
nating some types of power line noise, spikes and impulses. These 
units will not generally solve severe brown-out or black-out 
problems. 


SUMMARY 


The cost to repair or replace damaged data and equipment 
could exceed the cost of a MINI-UPS. 

If your budget cannot handle a good MINI-UPS for insurance 
against severe brown-outs, you should consider a line conditioner 
isolation/constant voltage transformer for most other line power 
problems. 


SOME VENDERS OF UPS & POWER-LINE CONDITIONERS 


NOTE: The quality of the following products have not been verified 
by this author. 

BITS (FOR THE OSBORNE 1) 

Ph. (214) 361-4815 

6456 DANBURY 

DALLAS, TX. 75214 


COMPUTER POWER, INC. 
Ph. (201) 735-8000 

124 WEST MAIN ST. 
HIGH BRIDGE, N.J. 08829 


CUESTA SYSTEMS, INC. 

Ph. (805) 541-4160 

3440 ROBERTO COURT 

SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA. 93401 
DISPLEX, INC. 

Ph. (516) 671-4400 

79 HAZEL ST. 

GLEN COVE, N.Y. 11542 
GOULD ELECTRONIC POWER CONVERSION DIV. 
Ph. (619) 291-4211 

2727 KURTZ ST. 

SAN DIEGO, CA. 92110 


OSBORNE POWER-PAC (FOR THE OSBORNE 1) - 
AT YOUR OSBORNE DEALERS 

SOLA, DIV. OF GENERAL SIGNAL 

Ph. (312) 439-2800 

1717 BUSSE RD. 

ELK GROVE VILLAGE, IL. 60007 


— 


July, 1983 


TIl ELECTRONICS DIV. 
Ph. (516) 789-5000 
1375 AKRON ST. 
COPIAGUE, N.Y. 11726 


WELCO INDUSTRIES, INC. 
Ph. (513) 891-6600 

9027 SHELL RD. 
CINCINNATI, OH. 45236 


Any feedback information will be shared. 
KENNIE L. SMITH (619) 575-1017 
FOG MEMBER 39, and MEMBER OF 
SAN DIEGO COMPUTER SOCIETY, OSBORNE SIG 


Renewal notices have gone out for everyone who has or will ex- 
pire by 9/31/83. Please give this notice prompt attention so that 
you don’t miss any of the issues of the FOGHORN. Unless we receive 
your renewal payment shortly, this could be your last issue. If 
there is any doubt, check the label on this issue. 


Page 2 of every FOGHORN is reserved for membership informa- 
tion and the answers to frequently asked questions. Please take a 
few minutes to read this information. 


Mail processing is greatly speeded if you take a few minutes to 
indicate on the lower left corner the purpose of your letter. 


Remember to indicate your local group membership when send- 
ing in your renewals so that the group can receive a portion of your 
dues. 


All advertisement contained in this or anyother FOG publication 
is the sole responsibility of the advertiser. Advertisements in- 
Cluded in the FOGHORN are not endorsed or guaranteed in anyway 
by the First Osborne Group. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


THE OSBORNE 1*: 

IT DOES MORE 
WITH TRANTOR 
HARD DISK SYSTEMS 


With Trantor’s mass storage hard disk system you can 
expand the capacity of your Osborne 1* computer, 
giving you the speed, convenience and flexibility of 
more expensive computers. It offers you the advan- 
tage of a centralized file system with all data available 
for immediate access. 


The installation procedure takes less than ten minutes 
and requires no technical expertise. Thereafter the 
system is ready to use and requires no preventative 
maintenance. 


MORE storage. 
MORE speed. 
MORE convenient. 
MORE flexible. 
MORE for your moncy. 


5MB 10MB 15MB 
$2495 $2995 $3495 


THE TRANTOR DISK SYSTEMS: 


Connect to the IEEE port. 
Come complete with cable and installation diskette. 
Can be configured as cither logical drives A&B or C&D. 


Utilities included to configure the arrow keys per either 
Wordstart or CP/M* formats. 


Disk diagnostics and exerciser provided. 


Comes with extensive software 
ARCHIVE and DISK MANAGER™., 
ARCHIVE is a back up utility. 
DISK MANAGER™ is a CP/M® utility program used 

to: 
Restore deleted files. 
Map out bad blocks. 
Establish multi-user links to a file, 
Change user number for a file. 
Display complete directory for a disk or a file. 


utilities, including 


Come with a 120 day limited warranty. 


TRANTOR SYSTEMS, LTD. 
4432 Enterprise Street, Unit I 
Fremont, California 94538 
(415) 490-3441 

Telex: 17-1618 Attn: TNT 


. 

Oiborne J tt a registered trademark of oF 
t wordstar In a registered trademarm or Micronre, Somedier Corer ition 
© CP/M Ih a registered trademark of Clgital Heresrch 
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There were no submissions for this column this month. There were no submissions for this column this month. A 


Remember, this newsletter will only be as good as the review of a package you have used can save someone else 

submissions. | am sure that many of you are using equip- from either not using the package they need or wasting 

ment which other members are considering buying so how money on a package that doesn’t do the job advertised. If 

about a review before they spend their money? you are hesitant about writing, get together with someone 
eeeeneee else in your group for a joint submission. 


IN THE BEGINNING 


Adam Osborne and Gerald Wright with Ozzie serial number Adam will visit the Digital Deli July 11th from 11am to 2pm. He 
00001. Gerald is the owner of the Digital Deli (in Mt. View, CA), the will be available for a question and answer session and auto- 
first Osborne dealer. graphs, All Osborne owners are invited. 


SS a ee 
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(or That’s Not a BUG it’s a Feature) 
by Bradley S. Albom 
Welcome again to the FOGHORN help column. This is the place to 
send your questions about your Osborne and any software you're 
using with it. To get your question(s) answered, send a letter of a 
page or less to: 


Bradley S. Albom 
c/o COMSOL 
The Computer Solutions Company 
P.O. Box 206 
Pt. Richmond, Calif 94807 
If you prefer the phone, you can also leave me a message at 
(415)-234-8346. It’s probably best to use the phone if you have a 
quick solution to any of the problems brought up in this column. 
You're also welcome to try and explain your problem ‘to the ma- 
chine. | can’t guarantee a solution, but at least it will get a public 
airing. Remember, the lead time for this column is three months. If 
you can wait that long for an answer, fine. If you can’t, include a 
SASE or post card with your mailed in questions. 


I'm starting this month by repeating something | saw published 
in OCC’s Portable Companion . As an MBASIC user, I’ve been crying 
for a way to relocate a line or group of lines in the middle of a pro- 
gram without having to retype them all. Well, August Brunsman, 
Ill, of Ohio has found a neat feature which helps a little. 

Normally, MBASIC’s CRTL/A (~A) function will allow you to edit 
the contents of the current line buffer. It works the same way that 
EDIT <linenumber> allows you to edit any single line. The one 
difference is that the ~A function gives you access to the full line, 
including the line number. The trick is to get the line of your choice 
into the current line buffer. 

Get the line into the current line buffer with the LIST 
<linenumber> command. If you hit a ~A immediately after a list 
command, you will see the line just listed in the edit buffer, without 
its current line number. Now all you do is I(nsert) the new line num- 
ber you want associated with that line. This will duplicate the line 
so you'll still find it at the old line number as well as the line num- 
ber you've just inserted. 

This is far from an ideal solution. It doesn't resolve any ref- 
erences to the new line number elsewhere in your program. In 
addition, it only works on one line at a time. It is however, better 
than nothing. Ideally, I'd like to see a command of the form: 
RENUM <range of old line numbers>, <start of new line num- 
bers>, <increment>. Currently, you're only allowed to input the 
starting old line number and MBASIC will renumber everything 
after that. 

Martin Shapiro of New York has an MBASIC sorting program 
which runs for 5 to 25 seconds and then stops dead for up to 2 
minutes. It then starts again and goes through the same cycle. 
During the dead time, no input from the keyboard is accepted, 
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including CRTL/C (“C). Normally, | dislike software people point- 
ing fingers at the hardware guys, but | know of no software con- 
dition in which MBASIC will not be interrupted by a ~C. Lord knows 
I've tried. On the other hand, if you try to do an LPRINT when the 
printer is not ready, ~C will have no affect. If anyone out there 
knows how to trap a “C inside MBASIC, please give me a call. I'd 
also like to hear about any similar problems of MBASIC simply 
freezing up. 

Dan Glisson, Jr., from WGBH in Boston is having trouble getting 
MBASIC input from the serial port using the INP function. Well, 
MBASIC’s INP and OUT functions don’t work because of the 
Osborne’s banked memory. If you understand what's going on in- 
side your Osborne, feel free to use them, otherwise your best bet is 
to stay clear of INP and OUT. Fortunately, all is not lost. You'll need 
to do two things to get around this feature. 

First, in the April FOGHOAN (vol. 2, No.7), | described how to 
POKE CP/M's IOBYTE so MBASIC can simulate CBASIC’s 
console/printer toggle function. Well, this same POKE also makes 
CP/M (and therefore MBASIC) think that whatever's at the printer 
port is the console. Therefore, in addition to directing output to 
your printer port, the POKE will also accept input from the port 
using the same input/output statements you would with the 
Osborne’s screen and keyboard. I'll repeat a typical use of this 
POKE for those who missed it. See the April HELP column for a 
more detailed explanation of the IOBYTE. 


100 IOBYTE% = PEEK(3) : "SAVE ORIGINAL CONTENTS OF IOBYTE 
110 POKE 3, 1: "REDIRECT CONSOLE TO SERIAL PORT 


Print or Input statements 


120 POKE 3, IOBYTEX : "RESET CONSOLE INPUT/OUTPUT 


The second step is most often forgotten. You also need to tell 
CP/M how you want the port to work. This is done with the SETUP 
utility program. In SETUP you're given all sorts of options relating 
to the I/O ports. These include baud rate and various communica- 
tions protocols. Refer to your Osborne's documentation for a fur- 
ther explanation of SETUP. Check with the documentation for your 
printer or other peripheral for the correct protocol. Be sure to 
remember to save your SETUP specifications to your MBASIC 
diskette. 

Neil McCubbin from Quebec has two questions. First, he wants 
to insert printer control characters into text cells in SuperCalc so 
that titles can be printed differently from the other fields. The text 
Cells inside SuperCalc only want to accept reasonable characters 
(which excludes the <esc> character). 

The first thing | tried was to slip the special character into the 
text in a loadable SuperCalc. This didn’t work. 

Next | noticed that my latest SuperNews from Sorcim talks 
about an eXecute command. This looking like another potential 
way to slip these characters by SuperCalc (although | doubt it). 
Unfortunately, my version of SuperCalc doesn't support the eX- 
ecute command. 

I'm going to have to leave this SuperCalc problem up to one of 
you out there, with a more recent version. Let me know if the eX- 
ecute command does the trick. If it doesn't, I'm afraid I'm stumped 
— does anyone have any other ideas? 

The second request is for an equivalent to CP/M's ~P printer 
toggle inside of MBASIC. I'm afraid | haven't had time to track this 
one down yet. | hope to have an answer for next month. 
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| would like to thank the Tidewater Osborne Group and the 
Gulfcoast Region Osborne Group (GROG) for placing me on their 
mailing list(s?) and sending a whole ream of back issues of their 
newsletter. I'm finding a lot of really useful information. Unfortu- 
nately, | don’t have enough time or space to include all of their 
gems right now. You can be sure, however, that I'll be including 
them here in the future as | work my way through the material.' For 
example, here’s a WordStar quickie. Do you want to skip quickly to 
a given page in a document file? Start with the pagelength for your 
document, usually 55 lines. Multiply this by the page you want to 
get to (eg. for page 9,9 x 55 = 440). Now use the Find command, 
“QF. To the FIND? prompt you respond with ~N. Next you enter 
your calculated number (eg. 440 for page 9) in response to the OP- 
TIONS? prompt. That's it, you're now at the top of page 9, or what- 
ever you calculated. 


To finish up this month, | have some hardware observations I'd 
like to share. My initial impression of DEC’s Professional series 
seems to have been justified. DEC has come out with an interesting 
machine but it still has some major problems. 

There is a paucity of software even months after its release. 
This is because you need to buy a VAX computer to do any devel- 
opment work for the Professional. I'm sure DEC hoped this would 
limit software vendors to those who could afford to support what 
they offered. Unfortunately, it seems that very few have taken up 
the challenge. 

In addition, instead of tapping some of the wonderful software 
DEC already has written for its minicomputers, DEC has chosen to 
reinvent the wheel with the PROse word editor (which in fact is 
nothing but a bad joke). 

Well, as | said, my initial impression seems justified. DEC 
Professionals, used in side by side comparisons with IBM and XE- 
ROX personal computers (at a major company | know of), are all 
being returned in favor of the other machines. | hope DEC market- 
ing people will recognize that there really is a problem and try a 
new approach to its offering. 

My second observation concerns the Osborne Executive series 
which everyone will have heard about by now. I’m going to assume 
that you all know the details of the Executive, including its some- 
what hefty price. 

Well, | just saw an ad for the Chameleon. That’s the portable 
machine that was just an empty box until recently. It’s advertised 
as an IBM compatible machine with similar specs to the Executive. 
The exceptions are that it supports full black and white graphics 
as well as color graphics! It also comes bundled with the various 
Perfect software packages. The final kicker is that the advertised 
price is $1995. Sound vaguely familiar? 

It seems that Osborne Computer Corp. feels that it's name is big 
enough to start charging premium prices. Maybe so, and although 
I’ve had no problems with their support organization, many people 
are waiting much to long for their upgrades and other support ser- 
vices. The point is that there is still a lot of competition out there. If 
the Chameleon even comes close to the advertising, they have a 
better machine at a lower price. | suspect the market will take care 
of the rest. 

eesees8 


APPLICATIONS 


TOOLBOX 


TIPS AND TRICKS WITH 


MAILMERGE 


by Paul Pease 

What with Comdex and NCC trips during the last sixty days, ! 
haven't had a lot of time to putz around with my beloved and 
never-to-be-upgraded 01, serial #1100. But | have made a couple 
of minor discoveries for fellow writers. 

Like using Margin Release (~OX) to get just one extra character 
ona line when the word break would look terrible. Great trick for 
doing double-column newsletters. 

And | stumbled into a neatly buried menu trick you reach only 
when you're editing a document and decide to rEname a file. You 
do that by typing “KE, and a tiny one-line menu is squeezed into 
the middle of everything; it has a special scroll-up, scroll-down set 
of commands. 

Is there no bottom to WordStar? Wouldn't it be great if the guy 
who wrote it would write a book about what all is in it? 


MailMerge Discovery! 

Sincerest thanks to Tony Bove and Cheryl Rhodes, of THE 
USER'S GUIDE , and my strong recommendation for other rabid neo- 
phytes like me to subscribe to that magazine. 

In their March tutorial on MailMerge (a program | swore I'd 
never learn, cuz who needs it?), they showed how to make the pro- 
gram ask you questions, the answers to which will build a name- 
and-address data file for use with form letters, roladex cards, or 
whatever. 

Now, if you’ve ever done the drudge work of typing twenty or 
thirty names and addresses into a data file (using N, of course 
from the main WordStar menu), you know THERE’S GOTTA BE A 
BETTER WAY. There is, and it’s fun. You just answer the questions, 
and it creates the data file for you. 

Here’s the example | used, with some slight editing to serve my 
purposes. 


. ENTRY; to run it, use M from the main menu. 

.. It's a form to enter data into mailing lists. 

. note: if you ask for 10 copies, nothing will happen 

. until you type all ten. Then it creates the data file 
. you named. 

wie sa Good luck! 


Page 14 


FOGHORN Vol. 2 No. 10 July, 1983 


$$ rm 


es 


Now I can dig an address out easily. Hope you find some of this 
helpful. 

CAN ANYBODY HELP ME FIGURE OUT A WAY TO ALPHABETIZE 
MY NAME AND ADDRESS FILES WITHOUT LEARNING DBASE II 
(YET)? If so, please call me at Carlick Advertising, Menlo Park 
ag srt” Bly (415) 326-2244, or write me at 816 Embarcadero Rd., Palo Alto, CA 


94303. 
.AV ‘ ‘STATE: two capital letters:'' st 
.AV ‘ ‘ZIP Code, 5 digits:'’,zip eeee888 
LAV ‘FIRST OR NICKNAME: ’* nick 
AV ‘AREA CODE & PHONE NUMBER: '" , phone 
8Editor&, &Pub&, &Addr 18, 8addr2’ ,&city&.&st&, &zip&. nicks, phones, 


| had garnered the business cards of 38 editors at Comdex, and 
with this little MailMerge trick, | was able to have them all in a data 
file within an hour and shoot out a MailMerged letter to each 
within a day after returning from the show. 

Neat. And no sweat. 

If you want the full tutorial, you'll find it in The User's Guide (to 
CP/M systems and software), Vol. 1, No. 3, March 1983. 

But if you want to try it, copy the listing above into a Document 
file. Name it Entry (or whatever) and proof it down to the final dan- 
gling comma. KS and KD it. Then recall it with M (right, M). 

MailMerge will ask you if you want to write to disk. Answer 
(Y)es. It will then ask you for the name of the file to be created. | 
called mine COMDEXED.LST. You'll probably be more laconic. Hit 
return for the next two questions about where to start and where 
to stop. Then, when MailMerge asks NUMBER OF COPIES, put the . 
number of names you plan to enter at that sitting. (Hint: try it with 
2 to make sure it works before you commit a lot more time to it.) 

IMPORTANT: Remember, the process requires you to input all ADVERTISEMENT 
the names you said you were going to enter (when it asked for 
Number of Copies); otherwise, nothing. 

But it’s a good, easy way to do entry. 

Sure beats the hell out of dBase Il (at least until | learn how to 


OJ OFF 

"AV “EDITOR'S NAME: *” Editor 

LAV “PUBLICATION: * Pub 

AV "“FIRST LINE OF ADDRESS: ** , Addr 

-AV "SECOND LINE. IF NECESSARY: ** addr2 


KRKEKEKEKKEKEKKEKEKEKEKKKEKKEKEKKKKRKEKEKKEKKKRKEKEKESE 


NEW! FOR YOUR OSBORNE 1 
KKK KKK KEKE KEK KERR KEKE KARR RK Ra KR RK 


work it.) 
How About a MailMerge Address Book? * 3 famous arcade games 
After sending out my form letter to the 38 editors, and thinking * high score stored 

about what you could do by writing MailMerged (MergePrinted, * a new car maze game 

actually) files to disk, | created a page format to let me print out * a useful titling program 

only one envelope at a time. * all with excellent graphics 
-OP * all in fast machine language 
DE COMDEXED LST * all documentation on disk 
-RV Editor Pub, Addr1,Addr2,City, State, Zip.Nick Phone * all for one LOW price! 
. blank line follows 
gNane8 GAME-PAK lets you blast SPACE INTRUDERS, 
aPubg hop to safety with the TOADS IN THE ROAD, 
Addr 18 peck your way through the POPULAR MAZE (stay 
8Addr2/08& clear of the MEANIES!), beat the clock in GO-CAR, 
&City&, &State’ &Zips (End of form) and put big, readable titles on any video recorder - 
When | put this into action with M, it whirred and clicked hap- * 

pily for a couple of minutes, creating a complete file (which | eee eee ee ' 

named Comdexed.add. When | went to that file, then, with D, | sim- Send banker's cheque or money order to 

By added the printing codes that it took to make each address a DAYBREAK PRODUCTIONS 

ae 6666 ARLINGTON STREET 
af VANCOUVER BC - CANADA V5S 3N9 
PL 5 Undecided? Send just $1! for full printout of game 
OP documentation, Watch for future offers! 
woe * US price - $25 in Canada ~--~--~~-~_--~ ~~ 5/1983 
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SYSTEM NOTES 


INSTALLING WORDSTAR 3.0 


FOR THE OSBORNE 1+ ATRICK 


by D. M. Hurst 

In the Portable Companion a couple of issues ago, Thom Hogan 
was nice enough to give us some patch addresses for WordStar for 
the purposes of ‘‘personalizing”’ it to our tastes. He even threw in 
the WordStar 3.0 addresses in anticipation of the software update 
(WordStar 3.0, SuperCalc 1.12 and a new version of CBASIC) 
which, at that time, was about to be released. As | understand it 
now though, OCC is waiting on WordStar 3.43 to complete the 
package. 

At any rate, WordStar 3.0 has some significant advantages over 
the version (2.26) you received with your 0S1. Mainly, the ability to 
block vertically and extend the right margin out to 240 characters 
with no wraparound of the ruler line. In the case of the latter, when 
you approach the right hand limits of the screen, everything be- 
gins to scroll to the right and then the cursor/word wraps when 
you get to the right margin. With 2.26 when you ask for a right 
margin exceeding the screen width, the ruler line is wrapped 
around terminating with an ------ R at the appropriate column 
number but appearing as if it were on the next line. This was/is 
almost totally useless. If it weren’t for the 0S1's ability to stretch 
the screen out to 128 characters by changing: address 0249H to 
80H instead of 50H, this would be truly unsatisfactory. Even 
stretched, anything past right margin 128, causes the ruler line to 
wrap. 

If any of you are tired of waiting for the software upgrade (espe- 
cially those of you have upgraded or purchased double density 
machines that have the ability to read other CP/M disk formats), 
but have not wanted to purchase version 3.0 because you were not 
sure you could get it up and running for the OS1 terminal 
attributes, please pay attention. Not only will the following proce- 
dure get you off and running, the whole thing will be a piece of 
cake. Plus, a couple of addresses will be altered that will make the 
program load and execute some functions much more efficiently 
than you have been used to. « 

The listing at the conclusion of the article is a commented .SUB 
file which you will have to enter, probably on your present version 
of WordStar (‘‘N” non-document mode). Some addresses should 
be entered as presented. Others have options which will be ex- 
plained in the comments. After you have created the .SUB file to 
your liking, save it. Then, arrange two disks in the following 
manner: 


Drive A Drive B 
WS30. SUB XSUB. COM 


H ' I 
: ' ' 
1 WS .COM(3.0) + SUBMIT.COM | 
H H ! 
H ! t 
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The disk in drive A should have the CP/M System written to it 
using SYSGEN. When this disk is placed in drive A and <RE- 
TURN > is pressed, you should see AUTOST? with the A> prompt 
right below it. At this point, just type the following: 

B: SUBMIT WS30 


Everything else is automatic. The procedure is finished when 
you see the “AOK”. 


IMPORTANT NOTE: You should note that this only installs 
WordStar 3.0 for the Osborne 1 terminal attributes. You may use 
INSTALL.COM before or after this terminal installation for other 
attributes such as those found in the ‘Modifying WordStar” por- 
tion of your user’s manual, as well as the article mentioned above. 
If you do use INSTALL.COM after this terminal installation pro- 
gram, remember to ANSWER “U” AND “Y" WHEN FACED WITH 
“WordStar TERMINAL MENU #1”. 

After the terminal installation is complete, PIP WS30.SUB to an- 
other disk so it will be saved, then ERA it from the disk containing 
WS.COM (3.0). PIP WSOVLY1.0VR and WSMSGS.OVR 
(MAILMRGE.OVR too if you have purchased it) to the disk with 
WS.COM. You can add AUTOST.COM from your old WordStar disk 
to get an automatic boot, or you can just type WS<RETURN> 
from the A> prompt. Everything should work fine. 

Depending on what system your WordStar 3.0 was originally in- 
tended for, you may notice one inconvenience if you still have the 
52 column screen. The “editing no file” menu will almost certainly 
be designed for an 80 column screen. The cursor will probably 
position itself to the far right of the screen at the bottom of the 
menu. This will look odd because everything will be shifted left. By 
now, however, you should know most all the commands available 
from this menu. Once you get into a file, everything will look as it 
does with version 2.26. If you have the 80+ column upgrade, don’t 
worry about it. 

As always, | am available for questions at 6808 Estrella Ave., 
Twentynine Palms, CA 92277 or (619)367-1090 (awh California 
time). Not that I'm not confident, but you should make sure you 
have a backup copy hidden away somewhere. 


P.S. | did this for a friend who got himself in a pickle by going out 
and purchasing version 3.0 on an 8” disk and downloading it to 
the 0S1 and didn’t know what to do after that. STAND BY FORA 
HARDWARE REVIEW ON THE NEW ZORBA. Hopefully in the issue 
following the one in which this article appears. 


Listing . Enter using WordStar in the “N” non-document mode. 
Make sure you enter no extra spaces after the hex numbers to be 
inserted, and place the cursor at the end of the file before saving. 


:WS30. SUB 

:Osborne 1 WordStar 3.0 terminal installation batch SUBMIT 
ifile 

:Activate XSUB.COM from disk B 

B: XSUB 

B: ODT WS.COM 

F24A,358.00 

:CURSOR POSITIONING (DO NOT ALTER) 
S24A 

02 

1B 

30 


o> 


July, 1983 


le 


;POSITIONING OFFSET (00 NOT ALTER) 
S25€ 

20 

20 


;RET AFTER DIRCUR POSITION (DO NOT ALTER) 
S266 


$260 


;DELETE SCREEN BY SCROLLING UP (D0 NOT ALTER) 


$274 


INSERT LINES MOVING SCREEN DOWN (00 NOT ALTER) 


$27B 


; TURN ON HALF INTENSITY VIDEO (00°S IF NOT DESIRED) 


$284 


; TURN OFF HALF INTENSITY VIDEO (00°S IF 00°S USED AT 284) 


$28B 


:MORE RETURNS 
S2A4 
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S2cB 
cg 


THIS IS THE **PLUS*’. 

SHORT DELAY. CURSOR BLINK ON CONTROL QA FIND AND REPLACE (03=DEFAULT) 
S2cF 

03 


:MED DELAY. CURSOR BLINK OFF CONTROL QA FIND AND REPLACE 
; (09*DEFAULT) 

$200 

09 


;MEO-LONG DELSY. TIME FROM PRE-KEY CTRL Q.CTRL K.CTRL O ETC TO 
;MENU DISPLAY 

AT HELP LEVEL 2+ (19=DEFAULT)(40=RECOMMENDED. GIVES YOU TIME TO 
;BEAT MENU IF YOU ALREADY KNOW COMMAND DESIRED. ) 

$201 

40 


;DELAY FROM SIGN ON TO NO FILE MENU ( 19*DEFAULT)(O=RECOMMENDED) 
sade 
00 


;DELAY FOR HORIZONTAL SCROLLING (NOT USED 2.26)(5=RECOMMENDED) 
$203 
05 


NO. OF USERS ON SYSTEM (D0 NOT ALTER) 
$208 

01 

01 


:DISK TO TEST FOR .OVR PROGRAMS(1=A)(DO NOT ALTER) 
sac 
01 


;WRITE * ‘Osborne 1°" TERMINAL TYPE 
$190 


:FILL REST WITH SPACES 
F199, 180,20 
;EXIT TO CP/M 
GO 
SAVE NEWLY INSTALLED WS 
SAVE 63 WS.COM 
sAOK 
eeeeseese 
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RANDOM NUMBER GENERATION IN 


MBASIC 


by D. M. Hurst 

! cannot take even an ounce of credit for this article, but since | 
have not seen it appear in the FOGHORN, | feel obliged to pass it 
along. 

As you may or may not know, MBASIC does not possess a true 
tandom number generator. It has a RANDOMIZEr which you may 
seed with any number between -32,768 and +32,767 that will 
then produce 65,535 different numbers. If you use the same seed 
every time, you will get the same sequence every time from a RUN 
command. Now, if you are an honest person, this would pose no 
problem, because you would just take a stab at the keypad, and 
get a different sequence every time. There’s an easier way. 

Below is a short series of program lines which you should easily 
be able to fit in a program with almost no notice to the user what- 
ever. When you “HIT ANY KEY TO CONTINUE”, as commanded in 
line 10, you will have planted a seed number in the range allowed 
without even knowing it. Take a look at these lines and the REM 
statements that accompany each. 


410 REM: This will print on the screen 

20 PRINT * "HIT ANY KEY 10 CONTINUE’ * 

30 REM: INKEYS 15 8 function of MBASIC that when placed ina program is 
executed only if there is input present when the program passes 
through it. In the case below. we condition INKEY$ to be something 
other than nothing before we can advance past line 20. Each time 
line 20 contains nothing. SEED is upped by 1. Once the user inputs 
anything other than nothing from the keyboard, the program ad- 
vances to line 30 and takes the last value of SEED with it. 

40 IF INKEY$ ="*"* THEN SEED=SEED+1:GOTO 20 REM- 

50 REM. Line 60 merely keeps the value of SEED between -32.768 and 
+32.767 

60 SEED=SEED-32767 *( INT(SEED/32767 )) 

70 REY now the RANDOMIZEr is seeded with SEED 

80 RANDOMIZE SEEDC 169 


Without the lengthy REM statements it looks as follows: 


10 PRINT * “HIT ANY KEY TO CONTINUE ** 

20 IF INKEY$ ="*"* THEN SEED=SEED+1:GOTO 20 
30 SEED=SEED-32767*( INT (SEED/32767) ) 

40 RANDOMIZE SEED 


In order to seed the same number twice in succession, you have 
to be mighty lucky or be able to think at the same speed as the 
interpreter. 

To prove the program works, simply add line 50 as follows: 


50 PRINT RND 


Now, RUN the program over and over. Each time should yield a 
different output. As stated earlier, this can be cleverly placed in 
the front end of a program with some sort of salutation or what 
have you and be planted with the user being none the wiser. 

| would love to give full credit to the contributor of this gem. | 
found it in a small newsletter that came in the mail one day for a 
group that was trying to get started. | haven't heard from them 
since, but this tidbit about random number generation was some- 
thing | had been trying to achieve for a long time. Anyway, to the 
guy/gal who came up with the original, my hand. 

eesese8s8 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Florida Announcement 
Video disk players and the Osborne 1. 

Jim Thomas would like to hear from anyone having information 
about combining the Osborne 1 and video disk player equipment. 
Write or phone. 305-894-1050 days, 305-896-3167 home, or P. 0. 
Box 7781A, Orlando, FL 32854. 


Special Help Needed 
Paul Swift is asking for some special assistance from FOG mem- 
bers who live in the San Mateo, CA area. Paul is handicapped and 
is unable to attend meetings. His need at the moment is for some 
help learning dBase II. If you live nearby and have a couple hours 
to help, please give Paul a call at 348-5064. 
essses8s 
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FOG Disk Library News 


by Jim Woolley 

Larry Walker of the East Bay FOG (Oakland/Berkeley) indicated 
some difficulties obtaining printout of the FOGHORN files found on 
FOG/MIS.009 thru .012. After unsqueezing, he used WordStar’s 
Print function in an attempt to duplicate the original newsletter 
format. Unfortunately, the results were not clean. Perhaps the 
original FOGHORN files were incomplete. Perhaps the 
squeeze/unsqueeze process loses some information. At any rate, it 
seems that you will have trouble reproducing the original format 
by use of WordStar. It should be possible to simply print the 
unsqueezed file without formating by using PIP. At the A> 
prompt, type 

PIP LST: =FOGHORN. 10x[ZP] 
where x should be replaced by the appropriate issue number. Op- 
tion Z will zero the high order bit used by WordStar for special 
character indicators; option P forces PIP to paginate. If you still 
have trouble, you might use FILTER11 on FOG/UTL.020 to filter 
any control-codes imbedded in the file. 

As pointed out in the NEWS file for 1/83, if you PIP two single- 
density library disks to one double-density disk, any files on the 
second library disk having the same name as files on the first disk 
will write over and eliminate the first copy. Several have requested 
that the DISK.DOC files be renamed to avoid this problem. More 
than one have suggested that the DISK.DOC information should be 
saved in the disk label file used to identify each disk (for example - 
FOG/LIB.003). This is a reasonable approach; however, it does not 
solve the problem with respect to any other filenames which may 
be duplicated (such as CRCKLIST.CRC which appears on each li- 
brary disk installed since 12/82). Also, the DOC type indicated by 
the name DISK.DOC makes it more obvious to novices that the file 
is a text file which may be displayed on the screen or printer. For 
these reasons, the DISK.DOC name will continue to be used to 
identify the file containing information about a particular library 
disk. To avoid PIPing over that and other files which may have du- 
plicate names, the procedure described in NEWS0183.LIB and 
printed in the FOGHOAN, Vol. 2, No. 5, 2/83, is still recommended. [ 
See the reprint following this library report. David] 

Dick Ezzard of East Bay FOG notes that SETAUTO and 
FUNCTN2 from FOG/UTL.009 will work properly only with single- 
density systems. In the future, each DISK.DOC file will indicate 
programs known to work only with SD or with DD systems. As my 
computer is presently at the factory being upgraded to DD and 
80-++ columns, | should soon have the ability to check DD 
Operation. ve 

"Eatohi versions of the CP/M utility PIP.COM exist in the Ii- 
brary. FOG/UTL.009 contains RPIP.COM, a version which adds 
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commands to reset all disk drives and to repeat the last PIP oper- 
ation. FOG/UTL.020 contains PIPV.COM, a version which auto- 
matically verifies each file copy operation. The latter disk also 
contains DDTF.COM, a modified version of DDT.COM which adds a 
search function. It has been pointed out that since PIP and DDT 
are proprietary programs from Digital Research, it may not be 
appropriate to include modified copies in a public domain library. 
However, these versions will be retained in the FOG Disk Library 
for the following reasons: 

1. This library is intended for Osborne users who have already 
paid for the right to ise PIP, DDT, and similar CP/M utilities. 

2. Copies of these modified files have been available from var- 
ious public domain RCPM systems. 

3. Even though the DDT procedures for modifying one’s own 
copies of PIP.COM and DDT.COM were described, novices of- 
ten find such procedures difficult to perform. So that such 
people may take advantage of the new features, it is desir- 
able to include the patched .COM files. 

Contrary opinions will be considered. 

The Osborne Executive was recently introduced. Since the 
Executive is significantly different from the Osborne 1, it seems 
appropriate to begin an Executive Branch of the FOG Disk Library. 
As | do not expect to purchase an Executive, we will be looking for 
an Executive Branch Librarian. [ We are also in need of a KayPro 
branch librarian and an Morrow MicroDecision branch librarian. }. 
Any volunteers are urged to contact FOG. 

Disks introduced this month include FOG/GAM.015, 
FOG/UTL.023 thru .025, FOG/APP.018 thru .027, FOG/MIS.014 and 
.015, and FOG/HAK.015. Following is a synopsis of DISK.DOC files 
from each of these new library disks: 


FOG/LIB.XXX 

M13/DISK.DOC is a copy of the DISK.DOC file for FOG/MIS.013. 
This DISK.DOC file was inadvertently missing from that disk when 
it was first introduced into the library. This file has since been 
added to its library disk. 

NEWS 1282.LIB identifies library files added during the month of 
December 1982. 

NEWS0183.LIB identifies library files added during the month of 
January 1983. 

NEWS0283.LIB identifies library files added during the month of 
February 1983. 

NEWS0383.LIB identifies library files added during the month of 
March 1983. 

NEWS0483.L1B identifies library files added during the month of 
April 1983. 

NEWS0583.LIB identifies library files added during the month of 
May 1983. 

This disk is presently incomplete. Additional files will be added 
in future weeks. 


FOG/GAM.015 

PPONG is a Polish Pong game. 

STARTREK is another version of the familiar MBASIC game 
found on FOG/GAM.003. 

PPONG and STARTREK were received from the Denvér Osborne 
Group (DOG). 

0ZDOT is a connect-the-dots game. 

BREAKOUT was submitted by Mike Marzalek. The objective is to 
break out a wall by bouncing a ball off paddles directed by the 9 
and 3 keys on the keypad. 
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OTHELLO was submitted by Mark Broadie. This game has good 
graphics and is self prompting. The object is to surround your 
opponents pieces, eliminating his and filling the board with yours. 

STARTREK, BREAKOUT, and OTHELLO are MBASIC programs. 


FOG/UTL.023 

APPEND will concatenate one text file onto the end of another. 
Note that CP/M's PIP may be used for the same function. Also, see 
COMBINE on FOG/UTL.003. 

AUTOMODD is a double-density compatible version of 
AUTOMOD found on FOG/UTL.009. This will setup a command line 
to be executed upon each cold and/or warm start. 

CAT2 is part of the CATALOG system found on FOG/UTL.002. It 
may be used to display all MAST.CAT master catalog entries in the 
alphabetized format 

filename diskname1, disknamed, ... 
identifying each of several disks containing the same file. Also, 
see CROSSREF on FOG/UTL.002 and XCAT36 on FOG/UTL.012. 

CATFILBO will read the master catalog MAST.CAT file, strip all 
“ignore” names, and copy all of the remaining information to a file 
called TEMP.CAT with comma delimited fields. The result is 
compatible with SuperSort, MailMerge, BASIC, etc. 

FNDBD541 is an update of FINDBAD found on FOG/UTL.005. Its 
function is to locate and isolate bad disk sectors. This version is 
modified to skip system tracks (which may be necessary with dou- 
ble-density disks) and to allocate bad blocks to the file 
(UNUSED].BAD in USER 15. 

The above files were received from the Denver Osborne Group 
(DOG). 

IF and SKIP permit conditional execution of lines ina SUBMIT 
file. 

LISTCAT will print a catalog of your disk library maintained by 
the CATALOG system found on FOG/UTL.002 and FOG/UTL.012. 
Also, see CROSSREF on FOG/UTL.002 and CAT2 on this disk. 


FOG/UTL.024 
NZCPR is a New version of ZCPR, the Console Command Proces- 
sor (CCP) replacement found on FOG/UTL.011. This was submit- 
ted by Jim Crowell. 
INUSE11 types INUSE on the console to warn others not to dis- 
turb the function in process. 


FOG/UTL.025 

DIRLBTEC is a version of DIRLABEL, found on FOG/UTL.013, 
Modified for use with a TEC printer. It is believed that TEC print 
commands are similar to those for the C. Itoh 8510 and the NEC 
8023. This program, submitted by Chris Hill, will print disk labels 
Containing filenames found in each disk’s directory. 

PRINTER.BAS, submitted.by Maj. Brian Dugle of Ft. Leaven- 
worth, KS, is an MBASIC program for sending special print com- 
mands to an IDS Prism printer. It is described in PRISM 132.TXT, 
which was originally printed in the FOGHORN, Vol. 2, Nbr. 7, 4/83. 

RAMDSK will define a pseudo disk drive D contained in 20K 
bytes of RAM (memory), which will operate more efficiently than a 
regular floppy disk. Files in D will be lost if power is turned off. 
PRLMOV is a PRL relative object file relocator used to build 
RAMDSK. 

FOG/APP.018 

All files on this disk were received from the Denver Osborne 
Group (DOG). 

EAC is an Extended Arithmetic Calculator based upon an article 
in Dr. Dobb’s Journal, 3/77. It can perform computation on in- 
tegers up to 127 bytes long. It supports variables, square-root, 
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factorization, defined functions, and file input. 

WSPATCH2 is by Mike Schwab, DOG disk librarian. He has com- 
bined several useful WordStar modifications into one complete 
and easy to use procedure. It contains the smooth scrolling .and 
fast memory mapped display features of WSFAST on 
FOG/APP.006, with significant improvements. WordStar arrow 
keys are automatically set on entry and reset to CP/M arrow keys 
on exit as provided by WSPATCH on FOG/APP.005. Printer patches 
may be easily included as in WSMODS1 on FOG/APP.011. All of the 
other WordStar patch locations described in WSLABELS and WS- 
MNEM on FOG/MIS.007 may be conveniently modified. And best of 
all, this procedure works with both single-density and double-den- 
sity Osborne 1's. There are two versions: WSP2EPSN is for use 
with Epson printers and WSP2ANA is for Anadex printers. Accom- 
modating other printers is straight forward. WSPATCH2.DOC con- 
tains a detailed description. 


FOG/APP.019 

This disk contains THE LETTER, an “automated” correspon- 
dence management system for use with WordStar. THE LETTER 
was received from Mike Schwab, Denver Osborne Group (DOG) 
Disk Librarian. It was presented at a DOG meeting, but has not 
been tested either by Mike or by me. Read PRINTME.1ST for 
instructions. 

DALSPACH is another version of WSPATCH, which may be 
found on FOG/APP.005. This version, submitted by Dal Allan, is 
designed for the Prowriter (C. Itoh 8510, NEC 8023, TEC) printer. It 
will not work with Osborne 1's having the double-density option. 
See DALSPACH.DOC for further information. Also, refer to 
WSPATCH2 on FOG/APP.018. "4 

PROWPINS, also submitted by Dal Allan, describes interfacing 
the Prowriter to an Osborne 1. 


FOG/APP.020 

This disk contains SuperCalc templates for IRS tax return forms 
1040, A, B, D, E, G, and 2106. See FOG/APP.015 for similar tax 
templates. 

WSMODS is a version of WSFAST containing double-density 
and other corrections described in Portable Companion, April/May 
1983, p. 107. It may be used to provide smooth scrolling and fast 
memory mapped display in WordStar. See WSMODS.DOC. Also, 
see WSMODS1 on FOG/APP.011 and WSPATCH2 on FOG/APP.018. 
(This double-density version has not been tested.) 

.DOC describes the calculator found on FOG/APP.014. 

The above files were received from the Denver Osborne Group 
(DOG). 

ENVELOPE.MRG is a format for printing envelopes using 
WordStar’s MergePrint option. W2.MRG is a similar format for 
printing employee's W2 forms. These files were submitted by Pat 
Waters of the East Bay FOG (Oakland/Berkeley). 


FOG/APP.021 and .022 
FOG/APP.021 and .022 contain seven SuperCalc templates for 
federal income tax return forms 1040, A, B, C, D, E, G, and 4562. 
These were submitted by John E. Olson Il of Anchorage, Alaska. 
Also, see FOG/APP.015 and .020 for similar applications. 


FOG/APP.023 and .024 
FOG/APP.023 and .024 contain a Spelling checker system 
submitted by Norm Yee of Lynchburg, VA. A detailed description is 
Contained in SPELLM20.DOC. The system will compare words in a 
text file with those in the dictionary DICT.DIC, Each word not found 
in the dictionary will be flagged with an extra character at the 
beginning of the word wherever it appears in the text file. 
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SPELLM20 uses the flag character <CTRL->, which is an ASCII 
NULL. Since that character is not easily available on the Osborne 
1, SPELLM21 has been patched to use <CTRL-\> as the flag. 

DICCRE 10 may be used to create the DICT.DIC dictionary and an 
index file SPELLO.MAC. If a new dictionary is created, SPELLM20 
must be reassembled using SPELLO.MAC. Special dictionaries 
may be more easily created using procedures described in 
SPELLM20.D0C. 


FOG/APP.025 thru .027 

FOG/APP.025, .026, and .027 contains the Stock Base system 
submitted by Edward A. Valenzuela of Midland Michigan. This 
system may be used to track the performance of a stock portfolio. 

This is a CBASIC system. Executable .INT files found on 
FOG/APP.025 are programmed to work with an Okidata printer. 
Files labeled with the numeral 2 on FOG/APP.027 are programmed 
for an Epson printer, and those indicated by 3 work with a NEC 
8023, C. Itoh 8510, or TEC printer. For any other printer, change 
small.print$ in SCRNIN.BAS equivalent to the appropriate com- 
pressed print (132 columns) command, then recompile STBASE, 
STKPRICE, and STKGRAPH. 


FOG/MIS.014 
oar on this disk were received from the Denver Osborne Group 
). 

DEMO.BAS is an improved version of the Osborne 1 demonstra- 
tion programs DEMO.BAS and BEEP.BAS found on FOG/MIS.001. 
This revision includes simulations of WordStar, SuperCalc, and 
MicroLink. 

INDEXSC.TXT and INDEXWS. TXT provide an index to SuperCalc 
and WordStar documentation respectively. Each may be printed 
using WordStar. 

LABELS.DOC is one individual's approach for labeling Osborne 
1's function keys. You may substitute your own key names, then 
print the file using WordStar. 

READMEFI.RST describes SCPATCHS.TXT and 
WSPATCHS.TXT, which provide information on patching 
SuperCalc and WordStar for certain printers. 


FOG/MIS.015 

AUTOST.OSZ is a text file containing information about auto- 
Start. 

CONFIG.TXT describes interfacing an Okidata 82/83 to the 
Osborne 1. 

MODEM.SET identifies patch locations for modifying versions 
of MODEN7 to interface with any particular computer. 

MODEMS.CPK and MODEMS.DOC discuss various aspects of 
modems. 
fone above files were received from the Denver Osborne Group 

The remaining files having type .C were submitted by Bob 
Briggs. They represent exercises from The C Programming Lan- 
guage by Kernighan & Ritchie. Refer to C.DOC. 

FOG/HAK.015 

The following files were received from the Denver Osborne 
Group (DOG). Each needs further work. 

AUTOST is a customized version of the familiar program de- 
scribed in Osborne User's Reference Guide, Rev. 2/82, pp. 247 — 
250. 

CCPPATCH is supposed to provide auto-search of drive A for a 
{lle not found on the logged drive. 

HELPER will print on the list device a copy of text appearing on 
the screen. It’ also performs other functions described in 
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HELPER.DOC. It does not appear to properly process a warm boot 
<CTRL-C>. 

PDQFILE is an MBASIC inventory file system described in BYTE 
magazine, 11/81, p. 236. 

The remainder of this disk contains the MUSIC system from 
CPMUG.039. | believe this system was designed for a SOL com- 
puter, but perhaps someone can determine the proper setup for an 
Osborne 1. Refer to the .DOC files. 


That completes the synopsis of new library disks introduced 
during the month of May. 


[The following is a reprint of the procedure that Jim recommends 
for preparing double density library disks (from FOG Disk Library 
News, FOGHORN, vol.2, no. 5, 2/83). David) 


With the availability of double-density disks on the Osborne 1, 
several have asked if the library disks will be formatted double- 
density. No, the library will remain single-density, which is the 
lowest common denominator among FOG members. Double-den- 
sity machines will be capable of reading single-density disks. 

However, there will be a small problem for those who wish to PIP 
all files from two library disks onto one double-density disk. Each 
library disk contains a file named DISK.DOC, and newer library 
disks each contain a CRCKLIST.CRC file. Several other file names 
are duplicated on more than one library disk, such as MENU.BAS 
which appears on numerous disks in the game (GAM) category. 
When you PIP a file from one disk to another disk which already 
has a file of the same name, the latter file will be written over un- 
less it is a read-only (write-protected) file. My suggestion is to use 
the following procedure: 

1. PIP all files (*.*) from the first library disk in drive A to an 

empty double-density disk in drive B. 

2. Place STAT.COM in drive A. At the A> prompt, type STAT 
B:*.* $R/0<RETURN>, which will set all files in drive B to 
read-only. 

3. PIP all files (*.*) from the second library disk in drive A to 
drive B. PIP will request permission before copying any files 
having names duplicated on the first disk. For those files, if 
they contain ASCII text, use PIP to merge the two library 
files into one copy file; for example, at the PIP * prompt, type 

B: DISK .DOC=B: DISK .DOC , A:DISK .D0C 

B:CRCKLIST.CRC*B:CRCKLIST.CRC,A:CRCKLIST.CRC 

Alternatively, use PIP to rename while copying; at the PIP 
* prompt, type 

B:newname.typ = A:oldname.typ 

4. Use STAT B:*.* $R/W<RETURN> to set all files in drive B 
back to read-write. 

You may devise other solutions to this problem. Note that some 

programming .will be required to merge MENU.BAS functions 
found on FOG/GAM.007 thru .011. 


a a nn a a eee 
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MERCHANDISE 


Our newest merchandise is the T-shirts with the FOG logo. These T- 
shirts are soft Osborne blue in color and are Hanes 100% cotton. They are 
cut large to allow for shrinkage. Sizes available are small (34-36), medium 
(38-40), large (42-44), and X-large (46-48). 

The price is $8.00 each (two for $15.00) for members and $10.00 each 
for non-members so be sure to include your membership number. Add 
$1.00 for shipping. 

FOG has several software packages available for sale. SMARTKEY, 
SMARTPRINT, and the CP/M Extension Utilities were all reviewed in Vol. 1, 
Issue 10 (August, 1982). 

One additional item has been added to the FBN Software line. This is a 
program called UNPROTECT. We hope to run a review in a later issue. 

UNPROTECT is an 8080/8085/Z80 machine language program which 
runs under CP/M. Its purpose is to decrypt Microsoft BASIC (Release 5) 
files which have been saved in a protected format. It is hoped that anyone 
buying and using this software will remember that this program should 
only be used to correct errors in PROTECTed files of which you have a legal 
copy. Please bear in mind that piracy is both illegal and a sure way to re- 
duce the software available for your use. 

For those who have previously considered buying either SMARTKEY OR 
SMARTPRINT, there has been a price increase as shown below. This is due 
to a new marketing contract that FBN has with one of the major software 
distributors. 

Prices on the software are as follows: 


SMARTKEY onlly...... $60.00 
SMARTPRINT only.. $35.00 
SMARTKEY/SMARTPRINT............. $85.00 
CP/M Ext. Utility Pkg .......... $39.00 
UNPROTECT voesssssssssscscee $29.00 


We also have available a set of two cassette tapes which are designed 
for the new Osborne user. Created for a 1.2 rev. model Osborne, the tapes 
will be very helpful iflistening to a step-by-step procedure is an easier way 
for you (or the family) to learn. The set of tapes are $25.00 : 

We currently have a good inventory of the software, though we are a lit- 
tle short of the cassette tapes. However, the suppliers can normally ship 
within a couple of days. 

We have one last item in our inventory. This is the “green” screen for the 
Tan cased machines. Made from green or orange plexiglas, the screens 
come with necessary mounting. The price is $5.50. Supply of these screens 
is limited to the stock on hand. 

To order any of these items, please send your payment in an envelope 
marked “* MERCHANDISE " to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015-0474. 
Please include your membership-account number. If shipment cannot be 
made within a week, your check will be returned. We cannot sell the man- 
uals separately. 

eoeeoeeosn 
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SMARTKEY 

This is one of those progeams that | really didn’t know if it would be 
useful to me, at least not until [started to experiment with it. SMARTKEY 
lets you adapt your keyboard to any configuration you like. It's like having 
every key on the keyboard programmable just like the number keys are 
through the SETUP program - only the functions of the keys can be 
changed dynamically, from the keyboard, at any time you want! 

Once of the OSBUG members has his keyboard laid out like a DEC 
typesctter. I use it to remember filenames and key words for cecal at the 
touch of a button! SMARTKEY takes up 2k at the top of memory below 
CP/M, and once in place is “transparent” to the user. You won't even know 
it's there unless you call it, It can also load the key values from a file in 
memory, letting you keep an ‘automatic’ key definition file on each 
different disc that loads when you boot the program. For those of you 
who wanted to try the Dvorak keyboard layout, this program makes it 
casy. 

SMARTPRINT. 

This program is similar to SMARTKEY, but works at the other end of 
the chain, the printer. It allows you to redefine the codes sent to the 
printer by your computer. You could us this utility to set up two different 
printers so they respond the same way to the same keys, or to adapt 
timing sequences on for some printers easily (once again, a software 
solution! ). You must have SMARTKEY to make this package work! 

CP/M Extension utility package 

There are seven programs on this disk! SFOOL lets you assign output 
that would normally go to your printer or screen to a disc file instead. All 
output is then successively added to that disc file. Now this doesn’t sound 
like much of an advantage, does it? Except that now you can print that 
disc file using UNSPOOL, and it can be printing while you do something 
else on your console. It takes a lot less time to write to a disk file than it 
does to a printer (especially if it is an Epson like mine). You also have all 
your documents printed at one time while you go about housekeeping in 
CP/M. 

I know you could just get an 8k buffer card for your printer, but this 
way it’s much less expensive. Besides, it’s cheating to do it with 
hardware! 

If you assign the console (screen) output to the disc file, you can get 
a complete master disc file catalogue by using successive XDIR 
commands, or even a dissassembly of .COM files on disc. There's even a 
disassembly editor utility, DDTTOMAC, that edits a disassembly listing 
produced by DDT so it is compatible with a normal assembler. (If you're 
a beginner, don’t worry about this. It will only be of use to assembly 
language programmers. Don’t laugh - when I started I was as much of a 
klutz at that as you think you are! ). 

RESTORE will bring back that file you just erased by mistake. You 
know, when you forgot to start the ERA command with “B:" and you just 
erased the new cdited version of your file on the logged disc. Just go to 
CP/M and say RESTORE <filename> and there it is — back again! Just like 
magic! What's that? You have a file that was erased but you can't 
remember it's exact name? Never fear - FDIR is for you! This directory 
utility will give you the name of all files on the disc, their. +¢ number 
(or ‘erased’ if they have been crasegl), the attributes of the me, and it's size 
(in extents). 

To keep your directory in order, SORTDIR will r¢-arrange it, putting 
it in name or type order, and erasing PERMANENTLY any previously 
crased files. This makes it much easier 40 recover an erased file Later with 
no problem due to name conflicts, and makes your files nice and ncat 
when you use DIR. 

The final utility is called QSUB. It is another form of Submit 
command. The primary advantage of QSUB is the ability to specify a 
string of commands on the command line of CP/M without having to use 
a separate SUB file on the disc. (once again, I'm saving all the space on 
my disc that can). This is great where you want to load two or more 
programs in succession, for example, SPOOL then WORDSTAR. The other 
advantage is that QSUB doesn’t write a transient $$$.sub file to your disc, 
Meaning QSUB will work in the direct command line mode even on a 


write protected disc!!! 
protected disc!!! eeeeens 


July, 1983 


————— 


Jul 25 Mill Valley CA MOG 6:30pm _ Bank of Marin, 64 e. Blithedale 415-331-3472 
jula7RichlandWA_~SsTROG.~~S~*~*~:CCNFIRM 509-375-3258 
jul28 SanFranciscoCA SFFOG 7:30pm St. Aidan’s Church, Diamond Heights & Goldmine Dr. 415-334-2851 
Jul 28 Orlando FL GOOUG 7:00pm 2904 E. Coloniai Drive 305-898-5290 
Aug 1 Milwaukee WI MILWOG 7:00pm Univ of WI, Milwaukee — Engin & Math Sci Bldg, Rm E495 209-473-8440 
Aug 3. StocktonCA SOG 7:00pm _ Allen's Computerland 209-473-8440 
Aug 4 _ SantaClaraCA SC FOG 7:30pm 5201 Patrick Henry Dr. 408-947-1650 
Aug 9 AmesIlA Midwest FOG 6:30pm __lowa State (old engineering annex) W. Lincoln Wy 515-266-8764 
Aug 9 _ Las Vegas NV VOG 7:00pm CONFIRM — Cannon Jr. HS, Eastern & Russell Avenues 702-293-3636 
Aug 9 Corte Mardera CA MOG 6:30pm Marin Comp. Ctr., 50 El Camino Or. 415-331-3472 
Aug 9 Vancouver BC VPCC 7:30pm Hastings Community Ctr, 3096 E. : lastings 604-298-6990 
Aug 9 Memphis TN MOG 7:00pm 34th Fl, Clark Bldg, Fed. Express Conf. Rm. 901-797-6024 
Aug 10 Oakland CA East Bay FOG 6:00pm _B & B Electric 2832 Ford Street 415-841-5900 
Aug 10 Wenatchee WA WOG 7:00pm 1030 N. Wenatchee 509-884-3279 
Aug 11 DavisCA DOG 7:30pm _ Davis Science Center, 525 ‘C’ St 916-756-2967 
Aug 11 Orlando FL GOOUG 7:00pm 2904 E. Colonial Drive 305-898-5290 
Aug 12 SalinasCA ~=~MBAOCUG _‘7:00pm_ Hartnell College, CRACBidgRoom209..=~=~*~*<“‘«s*‘*« BD“ 
Aug 14) Miami FL GCOUG 1:00pm_F.I.U Tamiami Campus, Bldg DM, Rm 100 305-255-7391 
Augi5 RaleghNC —~—~ROCC —=S7:30pm 128 PolkHall, NCStale University =~=~=SSS=*~<“«*‘*«S GV BT-7GHD 
Aug 15 Detroit MI DeFOG 7:00pm CONFIRM — Ford EOB Bldg, Rotunda Dr, Dearborn 313-474-1342 
Augi7 OakRidgeTN | SMOG __7:30pm_ CONFIRM — Educational Comp. Serv., 136 Fairbanks ~=~=~S*S«~SS “482-7919 
Aug 17 HumboldtCA HOG ~———=~=~=«7:00pm Am 126Science Bidg, Humboldt State. =~~SCS*S*«*«*«SOT-B22-1877 
Augi7Austin™X _—AEIOU—~—~—~S~S=«~RBOpm Old Quarry LibraryolfFarWest Blvd ==S=S*=*é<“«*~*‘*~*~*~*«S NBT“ 
Aug 18 SantaClaraCA  SCFOG ———7:30pm —(5201PatrickHenryDr. ==SSs*~=<“~*~s*s*~s*s*s*~*~*~*S*~*S*S~S~S«OB A= TSO 
Aug 18 = Cincinnati OH COG 7:00pm _ Central Trust Center, Sth & Main Streets . 513-232-4076 
Aug18 DenverCO—=——s«DOG_~—~S~S~S~=«S 00m Business Admin Bldg, UnivofDenver=~=S=S*=*~*=<C*~*“‘C*«SS- SAT 
Aug 18 = Orlando FL GOOUG 7:00pm 2904 E. Colonial Drive 305-898-5290 
Aug20KenaiAK —s~PenFOG ~——~—=«*10:00am ~=AmV111, KenaiPeninsulaComm. College =~CS*«*CS*«SOT 2B“ 
Aug24 RichlandWA =s«TROG—s=~<“i*~*‘“‘_SéC‘ ONFIMSO))))000™OO™O~™~*~”C”””””COCCOC*~“‘“‘;‘“‘&S‘O GA. 75-258 
Aug 25 San Francisco CA SF FOG 7:30pm _ St. Aidan’s Church, Diamond Heights & Goldmine Dr. 415-334-2851 
Aug25 Orlando FL GOOUG 7:00pm 2904 E. Colonial Drive 305-898-5290 


The FIRST OSBORNE GROUP has been formed as a Users’ Group for persons using or interested in portable computers and/or the CP/M Disk 
Operating System with related software. Membership is available to any interested party whether or not they currently own a computer. F O G, the 
FOGHORN and the diskette library are all supported by volunteer contributions of time, money, and software from all active F O G members. Guests are 
welcome at any local meeting (as long as they do not participate in Piracy or copying of Proprietary software), but dues of $24.00 per year (plus 
$6.00 to cover postage costs from non-US addresses) are required in order to receive the FOGHORN, have access to the diskette library, or derive other 
available benefits. 

CUT HERE 


The FIRST OSBORNE GROUP (F O G) Membership Application Form 


Yes No Soon 


Renewal Membership Number’. 


NAME siscssicsticticcacs ishsceyie disse suestissecncecsuininlciu censadstcesccasyes qasrssous sxaiasiesasaseihd ouiussueeeses mace ces pcaeaaeeTeceeee .. Own modem?: 
COMPANY: Computer type 
ADDRESS: ....... ... INTERESTS:....... 


Send this completed application AND your payment to: 


FIRST OSBORNE GROUP 


P. O. Box 3474 
Daly City, CA 94015-0474 


ee ee 


FOGHORN Vol. 2 No. 10 Page 23 July, 1983 


CONTACTS 


Please send any information you have about any user group 
with portable computer members to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 
94015-0474. Mark the envelope “ CONTACTS ”. 

Below are the latest additions to this list. See January thru 
March, May and June, 1983 for previous listings. 

ees e088 
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FOGHORN we Beate 
P. O. Box 3474 "PAID 
Daly City, CA 94015-0474 setae 

TIME VALUE MATERIAL 


Return Postage Guaranteed 


Memb ery: Not 362 


Expires gyx 
» wA/ 
Jerry Larson 84 


